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BILLS (11)—FIRST READING,
1, Electoral Act Amendment.
, Police Act Amendment.
, Judges’ Salaries Aet Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Justice.
4, Constitution Act Amendment.
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5, State Insurance.
6, Sinking Funds.
7, Permanent Reserve.
8, Land Tax and Income Tax.
9, Agricultural Lands Purchase Act
Amendment.
Tntroduced by the Minister for Rail-
ways (for the Premier).
10, Transfer of Land Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Jus-
tice.
11, Inflammable Liguid.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines.

BILL—CLOSER SETTLEMENT.
First Reading.
Introduced by the Minister for Railways
{for the Minister for Lands) and read a

first time.
Mesaage.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

BILL—HOSPITALS.
First Reading.

Introduced by the Minister for Health
and read a first time.

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

House adjourned at 11.9 p.m.
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The SPEREARKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBER.

Hon, A. MeCALLUM (South Fremantle)
took and subscribed the oath and signed
the roll.,

QUESTIONS (2)—WHEAT, DAMAGED
SHIPMENTS.

Legislation.

Myr. SLEEMAX asked the Minister for
Lands: Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to introduce legislation this session
{o prevent damaged wheat being shipped
from this State as good wheat?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
This matter is reeeiving consideration.

Ojficial Report.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
f.ands: 1, Has he reeeived a report from his
officer uvn the North Fremantle wharf re-
garding damaged wheat shipped from this
State? 2, If not, will he eall for a report?
3, If so, will he make the report available
to the House?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1. No. 2, The Department only inspects
wheat for whieh a certificate is required,
and no damaged wheat has been shipped in
these cargoes. 3, Answered by No. 2,
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QUESTION—FEDERAL ROAD GRANT.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (for Mr. C. P. Wans-
brough) asked the Minister for Works:
What is the total amount of the Federal Aid
Roads grant that has been spent in each
road board district each year since the in-
ception of the grant?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
If the hon. member will treat the question
as a motion for a return, T will regard it as
formal, and supply the return.

BILLS (4)--FIRST READING.
1, Fire Brigades Act Amendment.

2, Fremantle Municipal Tramways and
Eleetrie Lighting Act Amendment.

Introduced by Mr. Sleeman.

3, Criminal Code Amendment.
Introdueed by Mr. Mann.

4. Bread Act Amendment.
Introduced by Hon. W. D. Johnson.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [4.42] in moving the second read-
ing said: I was about to remark that this
Bill requires no introduction whatever, and
certainly very little explanation at my hands,
more particularly as the personnel of this
House is almost identieal with that of the
last Parliament. A similar Bill has been
introdueed and passed through this Cham-
ber, I forget how many times, but certainly
a greal many fimes.

Hon, G. Taylor: This is exactly the same
as the last Bill.

The PREMIER: It is the same familiar
little Bill. I hope that by persistence we
shall at last achieve results.

Mr. E. B, Johnsten: You are an optimist,

The PREMIER: T do not think so. The
two succeeding general elections have shown
that the people of the country have endorsed
a Bill of this kind. That being the ease, 1
am sure that those responsible for its de-
feat in the past will withdraw their oppo-
sition to-day. The Bill is exactly similar to
the one that was brought forward last ses-
sion and passed through this House. As
will be evident to members, it merely seeks
to substitute household franchise for the
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Legislative Council for that of the £17 clear
anpual value. That is the only alieration
it seeks to make, with the exception that it
also proposes to abolish plural voting, which
is the right of the elector to vole in any
one of the 10 provimees for the Coumeil.
This applies, of course, to the elector who
has the necessary qualifieations in more than
one provinee.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Minister's
nomad form would suffice instezd of this.

The PREMIER: I do not know that the
nomad form has any relationship to this.
In the minds of some people, all are con-
sidered nomads so far as the franchise is
concerned. For the purpose of full rights
of citizenship nomads run into scores of
thousands, and it is time we abolished this
undemocratic prineiple, .

Hon. Sir James Mitebell : Tt is not as bad
as selection hallots,

The PREMYER : The hon. member should
be careful lest he offend some of his
friends. As a fact, selection by executives,
whieh takes place in some parties, is muel
more undemoeratic than selection by mem-
bers of organisations. T wonder who
selected Senator Carroll for the last Fed-
eral election?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The people selected
him.

The PREMIER: But who selected him
in the first instance? Who was responsible
for his endorsement?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: On two occasions his
was the only nomination reeeived.

Mr. Sleeman: All fixed up!

The PREMIER.: Tt was an extraordinary
appreciation of outstanding ability that no
one else offered his services.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Senator Carroll’s
selection was endorsed by the people.

The PREMIER: Yes, but they had no
other choiece if they were voting for that
particular side in polities. However, I am
not dealing with selection ballots.

Mr. Sampson : No. Democraey is the
note!

Hon. W. J. George: With a eapital D!

The PREMIER: Surely the member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) will not contend
that we have pure democracy in this State
while such a large proportion of our eciti-
zens are denied the franchise for one part
of our Legislature. Surely it cannot he
contended that that is democratic.
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Mr. Sampson: Electoral matters as re-
gards this House have been a litfle baggy
at the knees.

" The PREMIER : IPogsibly, but I shalf have
something to say about what T think fhe
hon. member has in mind when making that
remark. I shall be glad indeed to hear the
hon. member’s defence against what I hope
to establish.

Hon, W, J. George: The defence will not
come from this side.

Mr, Sleeman: It shonld.

The PREMIER: A property qualification
for electors of another place has been in
existenee ever sinee responsible govern-
ment has obtained in Western Australia,
and the present property rualification has
ruled for the past 20 vears. Therefore
I ventnre to.say we are utferly lagging
behind the times. The gualification 1s
antiquated and completely oui of date. We
have not marched with the events of the
past quarter of a century. We have not
kept abreast of democeratic progress in
other parts of the world by retaining such
an absurd proposition as the property
qualification.

Mr. Thomson: There is plenty of demo-
cracy in New South Wales.

The PREMIER: T know that for some
months New South Wales has been an in-
exhanstible theme of diseussion, but I
should prefer a Tegislative Couneil con-
stituted like that of New South Wales to
one with the qualifications of 2 House such
as our Couneil. Aceording to members oppo-
site an anti Labour Government are
quite justified in adding members to a
nominee House, but directly that is done
by a Labour Government it is ealled pack-
ing. The hon. member interjecting knows
that laree bateches of appointments to the
Tpper House of New South Wales have
been made during the past 60 or 70 years
by successive Governments of the day.

Mr. Thomson: Our Legislative Couneil ia
highly demoecratic.

The PREMTER: No. A nominee House
i1s more democratic, and ean be made
responsive to the will of the people—cer-
tainly mueh wmore Tesponsive than can a
House elected on a restrieted franchise.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No.

The PREMIER : Yes. Over and over
again there bave been instances in the
history of the British Parliament where,
the electors having given a pronounced de-
cision in favour of certain legislation, the
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Government of the day have secured the
enactment of that legislation by the ap-
pointment of supporters to the Honse of
Lords.

Hon. W. J. George: That does not make
the thing right.

The PREMIFR: If we believe in con-
stitutional, representative and democratic
government, it 1s fundamental that the
majority of the people should make the
laws of the eonntry; but how can it be said
that the people of a State are making the
laws when one branch of the legislature is
representative of only one-third of the
adnlt electors of the State? How ean it
he said then that the people are governing?
The hen. memher knows that another plaze
has the last say, may reject or amend or
alter all legisiation sent to it.

Mr. Thomson: Do not vou think all our
Clovernments have occasionally thanked
God for the existence of our Legislative
Couneil?

The PREMIER: I do not know.

Mr. Thomson: It is very advantageous.

The PREMIER : Even the most evil
thing, if I may use the word “evil” for the
mere purpose of illustration, has its ad-
vaniages occasionally, I am not here to
denounce another place, or to assert that
another place has always acted in an un-
demoeratic way. I am not charging mem-
hers of another place with being Conserva-
tivee. What T am saving is that it iz a
wrong prineiple which denies to two-thirds
of the people full citizen richts. I have
previouslvy asked, and I ask now, what
virtue there is in a rental of £17 per year,
any more than in a rental of £18 or £16%

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The great thing
is that the householder is 2 married man.

The PREMIER: Some hizhly estimable
citizens of this eountry are not married.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Thev ought to
be.

The PREMITER : Possibly; but this quali-
fication denies to numbers of married
people the right to vote for another place—
eonsiderahle numbers. As a fact, this is
a geographical franchise.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Oh no!

The PREMIER: Tt is. Any dwelline-
house at all in the metropolitan area would
be worth more than 6s. d. per week, and
therefore even the humblest metropolitan
householder would he entitled to vote for
the Tegislative Council. But on the =old-
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fields many of the dwelling-huuses are not
worth the £17 annually which would qualify
the oceupier for the Legislative Couneil
franchise.

Hon. W. J. George: Those people live in
their own tents.

The PREMIER: There are places in the
hon. member’s electorate where the weekly
rental does not eome up to the minimum
stipulated in the Act. In the timber eountry
there are many substantial four-roomed
houses for which the rental is only 3s. or 4s.
per week. .

Hon. W. J. George: A shilling a room a
waek.

The PREMIER: People who happen to
live in localities where rents are low are
denied the Legislative Counecil franchise as
against dwellers in the cities, where rents
are high. The same thing applies to parts
of the goldfields, where rentals are very low
indeed, especially in recent years. There-
fore the franchise is an accidental and geo-
graphical one.

Fon. W. J. George: Are any of the tents
around Kalgoorlie rented?

The PREMIER: Some are.

Hon, W. J. George: I doubt it. In any
case, they are not structures of a permanent
character,

The PREMIER: The oceupiers may own
the tents, which, however, are not of the
minimum annual value.  The question of
permanency does not enter into the matter.

Hon. W. J. George: It does under your
Bili.

The PREMIER: The hon. member knows
I am talking about the present qualifieation.
He asked was there anyone on the goldfields
paving rent.

Hon. W. J. George: No. T asked with
regard to people living in fents. Any num-
ber of people on the goldfields pay rent.

The PREMIER: Not so far as I know.
However, I am not aware of any acteal tents
for which rent is paid. Still, T fail to see
that that has any bearing on the question.
We are asked to maintain a position in
which we say to two-thirds of the people of.
this State that they are outlanders. We put
them in the same catezory as aliens, and
even more 50, because to-day, while the
young Australian who does not happen to
own property or to rent a house qualifying
him for the Council franchise is denied that
franchise, the Asiatie, be he a Japanese or
a Chinese, who becomes naturalised and
owns land in fee simple to the value of £50
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may beecome enrolled for the Legislative
Council.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We shonld alter
that.

The PREMIER: I agree, The one thing
in the minds of those who drafted our Con-
stitutton was the value and importance of
property.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Oh nol

The PREMIER: It is so. It malters
not from what part of Asia an Asiatie
eomes, 50 long as he owns property worth
£50 and is naturalised he is entitled to vote
for the Legislative Council.  That is the
position.

My, Stubbs: Is not the underlying prin-
ciple of this Bill the absolute abolition of
the other Chamber?

Hon. . Taylor: It inight have a tendency
that way,

The PREMIER: The member for Wagin
(M. Stubbs) must know that in the British
Cmpire there is no more impregnable insti-
totion than our Legislative Council. Prob-
ably it can never be abolished under our
Constitution unless there be first of all a
majority in this House desiring the abolition
of the Council, and then it ean only be done
with the consent of a majority of the Legis-
lative Councillors themselves, If the people
of Western Australia eleet to this House a
majority who helieve that there ought not
to be a Legislative Council, and elect to the
othier Chamber a majority who believe in its
abolition, who shall say that then the Conn-
cil is not to be abolished?

Hon. W, J. George: If you had a ma-
Jority there, would you abolish the Counecil?

Hon. G. Taylor: Be carefnl!

Mr. E. B. Johnston: In that case some
of the TLegislative Councillors might be
missing, as was the ease in New South
Wales.

Mr. SPEAKKER:
are disorderly.

The PREMIER: Tf both Houses, as re-
presenting the people, say that a Legislative
Council can be done without, why should
anyone stand in the way of its abolition?
How can anybody stand in opposition to
such a proposal if he believes in the people
governing? 'There are, of course, men who
do not believe in the rule of the majority
of the people.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We do not go
to the electors on that single question. TIn
Queensland there was a referendum, at

Order! Tnterjections
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which the people voted against the Legisla-
tive Council, and that House was wiped out.

The PREMIER: I know that, of course.

AMr, SPEAKER: Order! The abolition
of the Legislative Couneil is not the Order
of the Day.

The PREMIER : XNo, 8ir. It is but very
remotely associated with this Bill.

Hon. W. J. George: [t sticks out a foot!

The PREMIER : That is the bogey always
raised when this question is under discus-
sion. People say they do not mind liberal-
ising the franchise, but, as they do not want
the Legislative Counecil abolished, they re-
gard our proposal as a step in that diree-
tion.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: The abolition of
the Legislative Counecil is a plank of your
platform.

The PREMIER.: It does not matter what
is on the platform.

Hon. &. Taylor: It has been there for a
long time.

The PREMIER: Perhaps I could refort
that as we have three years shead of us, it
does not matter. However, what is on our
platform and what may become law are two
different matters.

Hon. Sir James Mifchell: We are apt to
forget, of course.

The PREMIER: It is the people whe
should say, but in this instance the members
of the Legislative Council are themselves
masters of the position.

Hon. G. Taylor: And they have expressed
their opinion on several ocessions.

The PREMIER: I know that. I doubt
wwhether any of them would be prepared to
aeeept the will of the people on the question
of the abolition of the Legislative Couneil.
Personally I would have no hesitation in
allowing the question to go to a straight-out
vote of the people throughout the State. If
the people then said they did not want the
Legislative Couneil, it should be abolished.

Hon. . J. George: Why worry the
people? They have enough troubles of their
own.

The PREMIER: If the people favoured
the abelition of the Upper House, there
should be no power to siand in the way of
the accomplishment of their desive. T would
have no objection whatever to the people
deciding the question. T need not remind
hon. members of the faet that for 25 years
we have had no property qualification im-
posed npon electors for either House of Par-
liament in the Federal arena. The Consti-
tution set it out clearly that there should be
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the full franchise for every adult. That was
the clear provision made in the Common-
wealth Constitution originally and it re-
maing there stiil.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And it is not
of much use.

The PREMIER: Who would venture to
say that the Federal Parliament has not just
as important, and in many respects more
important, functions to perform than Par-
liament has in this State?

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You are chang-
ing a bit. .

Hon. G. Taylor: Yes, you are slipping.

The PREMIER: No, I am not,

Hon, Sr Jumes Mitchell: You are the
Prime Minister of this country.

The PREMIER: Whatever fault there
may be with the Federal Parliament, I do
not think the personmel, nor the legislation
passed, would have been improved had either
House been elected on a restrieted property
qualifieation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I would like to
try it.

The PREMIER: 1 do not believe any pre-
sent member of either Federal House or any
aspiring political eandidate for a seat in
the ¥ederal Parliament would dare to go
to the .electors with a suggestion that the
Constitution should be amended to impose
a property qualifieation for the Senate.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What I had in
mind was that the Senate has become a
party House, and as such has become use-
less. .

The PREMIER: I believe it has become
o party House, but that is apart from the
question of the qualification of electors.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But the guali-
fication means something, and leads to some-
thing.

The PREMIER: Will the hon. member
say that members of the Legislative Couneil
elceted on the property franchise are en-
iirely free from party polities?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yes, with the
exception of your Labour members.

The PREMIER: But the president of the
United Party is a member of the Lemslative
Couneil !

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course, he
must helong to some party, and the party
he belongs to is the best in this State.

The Minister for Mines: That is why voun
ure where you are!

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course, the
people do sometimes rejeet what is good for
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them, ‘That is the way of the world and 1s
in aecordance with the scriptarus.

Houn. W. J. Qeorge: At any rate there are
more people with us on our side than there
are with Labows

The PREMIER: I do not intend to say
anything about the hon. member’s political
party; I am merely drawing attention to
the fact that the president of his party is
a member of the Legislative Couneil.

Hon. G. Taylor: But he drops the party
aspect when he takes his seat in the Upper
House.

The Minister for Alines: Of course, he
does!

The PREMIER: In view of the fact to
which I have drawn attention, I do not think
the Leader of the Opposition can say that
the Council is a non-party House. If we
turn to the enrolinents for Assembly seats
and compare them with some of the enrol-
ments for the Couneil provioees, glaring
anomalies are at once apparent. Take the
Metropolitan Province, for instance. For
that provinee there are 6,804 electors, where-
as for the four Assembly seats included with-
in the boundaries of the province, there are
25,678 eleetors. That means to say that in
the Metropolitan Province alone there are
18,784 adult clectors for the Assembly who
are disfranchised for the Legislative Couneil.

Hon. W. J. George: What, 18,000 odd
electors paying less than Bs. a week in rent!

The PREMIER : That means that praetic-
ally two-thirds of the adulis entitled to vote
in the four Assembly electorates are dis-
franchised for the Legislative Couneil.

Mr. Ferguson: But are not many of them
eligible to become enrolled?

The PREMIER: T do not know that they
are. Tt must be borne in mind that a con-
siderable number eligible to be enrolled for
the Assembly are also not enrolled. As
against that there is the question of dupli-
cations. Tt does not always mean becaunse
a certain number are enrolled for an elec-
toral province that there are that number of
glectors. There are many who have a vote
in a number of provineces becanse they own
property in various provinces. Some people
have a vote in each of the ten provinces.

Hon. W. J. (George: Buf none has two
votes in any one province.

The PREMIER: No, but I was demon-
strating that though there may be 5,000
names on the roll for a province it does not
follow that there are 5,000 voters, beeause
some of the names represent duplieations.
If we take the Metrepolitan-Suburban Pro-
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vinee we find there are 20,930 names on the
Legislative Council roll, as against 60,991
names of electors on the rolls for the five
Assembly seats included within the boun-
daries of that province.

Hon. W. J, George: Quite 2 number of
people have the right to be enrolled, but de
not take the trouble to become enrolled.

The PREMIER: We always hear that
assertion! We can simply take the rolls as
we find them. I do not know that it would
profit us much to ge into the realms of spee-
ulation as to how many are entitled to he
enrolled but are not enrolled, either for the
Council or for the Assembly.

Hon. W. J. George: There could be three
times the numler enrolled in the Murray-
Wellington electorate that there are now.
They did not claim their votes,

The PREMIER: I do not know that that
iz so. In that partieular instance, however,
there are 40,061 in those five Assembly seats
in the Metropolitan-Suburban Provinee who
have no vote, and are not enrolled for the
Legislative Counneil.

Mr. Stubbs: Could not many of those
people be enrolled if they applied?

The PREMIER: I do not thiuk they
could, becanse they have not the necesgsary
¢ualification.

Mr. Chesson: Can the lodgers who help
the landlord to pay the rent, get a vote for
the Council?

Ministerial Members: No.

The PREMIER: There we see the same
anomaly again. If we take the South-East
Province, we find that there are 6,200 elec-
tors on the roll, whereas there are 20,724
electors on the rolls for the Assembly seats
ineluded within that province. Thus there
are 14,524 Assembly electors who are dis-
franchised for the Legislative Counecil. If
we turn to the Sonth-West provinee, we find
there are 7,274 electors on the Couneil roll,
as against 26,179 on the Assembly rolls for
seats that are inclnded within the boundaries
of the provinge. That means to say that
there are 18,905 whose names are not in-
eluded on the Couneil roll.

Hon. W, J, George: Fully 10,000 of them
could get on the roll if they applied.

The PREMTER: What nonsense!
thousand indeed!

Hon. W, J. George: I know it.

The PREMIER: That is merelv a wild
irresponsible guess.

Mr. SPEAKER:

Ten

Order!
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The Mimster for Justice:
on the ratepayers’ roll.

The PREMIER: In the Forrest electorate
there are 2,869 eleclors and yet there are
less than 100 electors from that constituenecy
whose names are on the Councit roll.

They are not

Hon. W, J. George: There is an explana-
tien for that,

The PREMIER: Ounr Constitution debars
them, Probably T would be correct if I said
that the member for Forrest (Miss Hol-
man) is not entitled to exercise the franchise
for the Legislative Counecil.

Hon. W. J. George: That may be so,

The PREMIER: That in itself should
spur lion. members on to rectify such an
anomaly. 1t proves my contention that the
present qualifications are mostly geographi-
cal. A large number of timber workers in
the Forrest electorate live in houses of an
annual value eonsiderably less than £17.

Hon. W. J. George: That is not because
ol the annuoal value, but because of the low
rents charged by the timber companies.

The PREMIER: That is why the timber
workers are not enrolled.

Hon. W. I, George: They would sooner
have cheap houses than a vote for the Coun-
cil. ;

Miss Holman: Would they?

The Minister for Mines: They would
sooner have cheap honses and the Council
franchize, too!

The PREMIER: Every adult man and
woman in the State should be entitled, as a
citizen, to a vole, irrespective of any gues-
tion of rent or annnal values, but merely by
his natural human rightz. Tach should be
entitled to a full voiee in the making of the
lawy of the State. One should not be re-
strieted to a voice in the Lower House, with
no say in the Legislative Couneil. When it
comes to a question of defending the State,
there will he no property qualifieations gov-
erning enrolments then!

Mr. Marshall: There will be no question
of a stake in the country then.

The PREMTER: Of course not. In such
cireumstances, nomads and all will bhe ac.
cepted.

Hon. W. J. George: Some did not go.

The PREMIER: I do not know that
much can be said along those lines regarding
Western Australia or Australia as a whole.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I know a good
few,
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The PREMIER: There may have been a
few, but there .will be no qualification im-
posed for enrolment if men are wanted to
hight.

Hon. W, J, George: There should not be,
either,

The PREMIER: And there should be
none, either, to debar a man from helping to
make the laws of the country. As I have
already peinted out, Asiaties ean become en-
rolled and have a vote for the Legislative
Conneil but Shakespeare or Bucrns, if they
were resident here, would not be entitled to
exercise the franchise, It is well known
that poets, artists, and painters are pro-
verbially hard-up and most of them wounld
not be entitled to vote for the Tegislative
Couneil, as they would not possess any pro-
perty.

Hon. Sir Fames Mitchell: Rurns owned
o house and so did Shakespeare.

Mr, SPEARKER: Order! They are not
under diseussion.

The PREMIER: There are manv execel-
lent citizens in Western Australia who-do
not own any propertv. Theyv do not go in
for that form of investment. Many of them
have large investments in Government bonds,
in stocks. or in shares. They live in the
best hotels in the City, but they do not
own a block or rent a house. Suoeh people
are disqualiBed from exercising the fran-
chise for the Tegislative Couneil. That is
in the Constitution.

Hon. Sir .Tames Mitchell:
Constitution too.

The PREMIER: We heard a good deal
recently—I think the member for Swan
(Mr. SBampson) had it in mind when he in-
terjected—with regard to the unequal bal-
ance of electors in various constituencies in
Western Australin. We had Menzies held
up as the awful example of undemoecratic
electoral enrolments.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
dreadful!

The PREMIER: At the other extreme
the Canning electorate with its 17,000 elee-
fors was quoted and we have had people,
during the last few months, comparing the
relative voting strengths of electorates, such
as Canning, Goildford, and other large
centres, with distant constituencies, because
of the fact that their fellow citizens situated
in Menzies or elsewhere had twenty or thirty
times the voting power of electors in large
constituencies. But the people who have

Tt is in your

It is pretty
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quoted those figures, in an endeavour to
show the people nf Leederville and of Can-
ning how bad is the distribution of electors,
are the verv people who would deny their
fellows votes for another place.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do you say it
is right to have =0 many electors in Leeder-
ville? We ought to reform ourselves.

The PREMIER: We are entitled to ask
for reform where it is most urgently needed.
Surely it does not rest with members who
vote for two-thirds of the electors of this
State being debarred from voting for the
Couneil.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell :
to do with it?

The PREMIER: It has everything to do
with it. The hon. member cannot eseape the
Jogic in it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
logic whatever in it.

The PREMIER : But there is. The hon.
member and his supporters last session
voted to deny to 140,000 electors any vote
for the Council. Yet he complains about
the inequality of the Assembly electorates.
At least everybody in the State is entitled
to vote for the Assembly, although in un-
equal numbers, taking one district against
another. Still, nobody is disqualified; every-
body is a full citizen. However, the Op-
position say the present distribution shounld
not be permitted to vemain for another
moment, although they do not mind people
heing disfranchised when it comes to a vote
for the Council. I say the time is over-
ripe for an alteration of the Constitution.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: The situation
in respect of the Assembly is rotten.

The PREMIER: Well, let us deal with
both sitnations; do not let us leave either
of them rotten. Let us have perfect equality.
Let us not have the spectacle of Canning
with 17,000 voters and Menzies with 270.
“That position cries to heaven for altera-
tion,” say our friends opposite. But ap-
parently there is no ueed for any alteration
in another sitmation a thousand times worse.

Mr, Latham: Let us try this one first.

Mr. Marshall: Tf there is a wrong way
of going about anything, you are bound to
start that way.

The PREMIER: When we have 140,000
men and women disqualified for voting for
another place, that position cries ont for
amendment first.

What has that

There iz no

511

Mr. Latham:
enrolment.

The PREMIER: It doces not maiter.
The hon. member would deny that large
number of peaple votes for the Council.

Mr. Latham: Until we put our own
house in order.

The PREMIER: How virtuous! The
hon. member wants to reform himself first.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You want to
take which suits you first.

The PREMIER: We will take hoth,

The Minister for Lands: That is what
the Opposition do not want.

The PREMIER: It is what the Opposi-
tion are opposing. [t is the very essence of
ingincerity for anv section of the community
to complain aboui the unequal distribution
of Assembly electors, while denying such a
large number of people any votes at all for
the Council.

Hon. Sir Jamaes Mitchell:
ference to married men.

The PREMIER: The hon. member, I
know, would like to see everybody married;
but, surely, single people are entitled to
some consideration.

Hon. 3ir James Mitcheli: Oh, certainly.

The PREMIELR: When it is a question
of a citizen's rights, there should be no pre-
ference as between married and single. The
gingle men have to pay taxes and obey the
law, just as the married men have to do.
The laws applying to married people apply
also to single people. Therefore it iy in the
last degree unjust that so considerable a see-
tion of our people should be denied the right
to vote for another place. The only real
defect in the Bill is that it does not go far
enough. It is the most modest little measure
I have known,

Hon. & Taylor: It fails becaunse of its
modesty.

Hon. W._ J. George: Why not make enrol-
ment compulsory?

The PREMIER: Thanks for the inter-
jection. T understand the United Party at
its recent conference decided to include in
ite platform compulsory enrolment and vot-
ing for the Assembly.

Mr. Latham: We have it already.

The PREMIER: But do not let the beg-
gars have a vote for the Council at all! The
United Party say to the large army of dis-
franchised people in Canning, Leederville,
Guildford and other big constituencies, “We
are going to enact laws to compel you to

But there is compulsory

You give pre-
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vote for the Assembly, but wyom shall not
have a vote at all for the Council” The
latest and newest platform of the Leader of
the Opposition’s party provides

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
know your own.

The PREMIER: XNo, and it would be a
genius who could know the whole of the hon.
member’s platform, for it is the most nebul-
ouy thing ever put up. They say, “We will
have compulsory voting for the Assembly,
but all you people there are not entitled fo
a vote at all for the Council.”

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Nothing of the
sort; it does not say that.

The PREMIER: But it does say it.

Mr. Latbam: No, only the Premier says

You do not

¢

it.
The PREMIER: And the president of the
party that supports the poliey of compul-
sory voting for the Assembly will be the
very man to lead the attack on this Bill in
another place.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
not give anybody a vote.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member will
come along with me, we will give them all a
vote. I have tried all kinds of Bills with
which to enfranchise the people of this coun-
try in respeet of Council voting, and they
have all been opposed by the hon. member
and rejected in another place.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You do not ask
for a vote for anybody.

The PREMIER: Will the hon. member
agree to give them all a vote?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yon do not ask
for a vote.

The PREMIER: I have asked for it time
and time again. Are members going to op-
pose the Bill because it does not give every-
body a vote?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We will not
ask you, nor the Minister for Lands, what
we shall do.

The PREMEIR: The hon. member sug-
gests the Bill does not go far enough. Will
it get any support if it goes further?

Hon. W, J. George: Why not put the
roils in order?

The PREMIER: There i no denying the
fact that in Opposition circles politically
there exists a strong determination to deny
to a large body of citizens the right to vote
for the Council, whilst at the same time pre-
tending to so much concern about equal
rights in the electoral houndaries for the
Assembly.

This Bill does

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We do not pre-
tend anything of the sort.

The PREMIER: The figures for the
Cannipg and the Menzies electorates have
been quoted in this House.

Mz, Latham: So they ought to be,

The PREMIER: Yet the hon. member
does not see any inconsistency

Mr. Lathaw: I know we ean rectify that
position.

The PREMIER: But are we not entitled
to rectify the greater anomaly?

Mr. Latham: It is not greater.

The PREMIER: Of course it is.  This
attitude is the last one would expect from
the hon. member, & young man who should
still have ideals.

Mr, Latham: My ideal is to put this
House in order first.

The PREMIER: First tlings come first.
The franchise of another place is all-im-
portant. The hon. member seems to regard
it as a very light matter that 140,000 citizens
of the State should be denied the right to
participate in the making of the laws of the
State.

Mr. Latham: I do not regard it as light.

The PREMIER: Yet it is of tremendous
importance that there should be a rectifica-
ticn of any anomalies in the eleetoral boun-
daries for this Chamber.

Mr. Sampson: We are obsessed by the
influence of this Chamber.

The PREMIER: I am obsessed by hav-
ing to listen to the interjections of the hon.
member. He is another who will talk of the
Assembly boundaries, but will not let one
more name get on the roll for the Council.
It is the last ditch of conservatism. I de
not care what laws might he passed by us
or rejected by another place, but I say an-
other place should represent the will of the
majority of the people of the State. We
are branding ourselves as reactionaries and
tories of the worst description. I know if
is quite a humonrous sitnation that these
140,000 pecple should be onteasts in their
own country, having not a vote for the
Conneil. They are in just the same position
as Asiatics or foreigners, in fact in a worse
position.

Mr. Latham: The Council is not of very
much importance, for I notice that its aboli-
tion is on your platform.

The PREMIER: That has nothing to do
with it. The hon. member is bevond all hope
of redemption.
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Mr. Sampson: Still, his remark is quite
apropos at the moment.

The PREMIER: It does not matter what
may be on platforms. Every citizen has an
inalienable right to full ecitizenship, regard-
less of what may be on party platforms.
Surely you are not going to deprive people
of the rights of manhood and woemanhood
because some political party has on its
platforin something of which you disapprove!
What is on the platform of the Labour
Pariy regarding the Legislative Council has
nothing to do with the merits of this Bill.
The real fundamental merit of the Bill is
to give every cifizen a full voice in the
making of the laws of the country, and the
fact of there bheing something on the plat-
forin of a politien] party shouid not deprive
any citizen of his right.

Hon. W. J. George: You are doing pretty
well,

The PREMIER: I hope that members of
another place will at least withdraw their
objection to the Bill and allow us to get
some way along the road to giving the voie
to a larger number of people.

Hon. G. Taytor: T doubt it.

The PREMIER: T do not Enow; in the
past the members of the Conneil have shown
a pretty conservative attitude, but I am hop-
ing they will modify their opposition on this
oceasion. [ move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion hy Hon. Sir James Mitehell,
debate adjounrned.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

. Second Reading.

TEE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willeock—@eraldton} [3.32] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This Bill formed
portion of a measure that was introduced a
couple of years ago and was debated pretty
fully by the House on that oeccasion,

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: Tt is not the
same, is it?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
principle of amalgamating the State and
Federal electoral rolls met with such general
endorsement by Parliament and the country
that we consider it desirable to give effect
to the wishes of the people. We have con-
fined this Bill to that prineiple in order to
get uniformity =o that the amalgamated roll
may prove snceessful and efficient. There

513

are one or two proposals to make the quali-
fications uniform, but there are no additions
of importance. The alterations of the quali-
fications and disqualifications are so slight
that I do not think they will occasion much
debate. The main object of the Bilt is to
obtain elfigient enrolment. Every meraher
has been concerned in elections and has had
experience of the confusion that arises from
the fact of having separate rolls for the
State and Commonwealth, People have gone
to the polling booths and deeclared emphatic-
ally that they were enrolled, only to be in-
formed that they were not. They have ap-
proached the returning officer with a bearing
of confidence and called out their names,
but the reply of the returning officer has
been, “No, you are not on the roll.” Some
of the people that have had that experience
have heen able to give the name of the per-
son who witnessed the claim and to state
the time when it was lodged, and investiga-
tion has frequently proved that the eclaim
was for an entirely different roll. When
Federal elections oceur, people who consider
that their names are on the Federal roll fnd
they are on the State roll only, and when
State elections occur, people who eonsider
they are on the State roll find their names
on the Federal roll only. I have seen people
produce a receipt signed by the electoral
ofticer, and they have been utterly confused
hecause they considered that, having for-
warded a claim and obtained a receipt, they
were entitled to vote for any eleetion.

Hon. W. J. George: If they send in one
claim they think they should be on the roll.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: All
that this Bill proposes to do is to obviate
confusion of that kind, Therefore I shall
expect the support of the member for
Murray-Wellington, TIn faet, I do not con-
template any opposition to the measure. Tt
cannot be termed a party Bill,

Mr. Sampson: There will be a saving of
expense.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
saving will not be great, but the peint is to
ensure that people who have a right to be
enrolled shall he able to exercise the fram-
chise.

Hon. W. J. George: Is it proposed to
have a three-monthly revision az at present?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It
will be a six-monthly revision. The Bill
provides that the electors already enrolled
either on the Commonwealth or on the As-
sembly roll shall form the basis of the new
roll. All wha have sent in a claim eard for
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the Assembly roll will be placed on the new
roll. That is a novel provision, but it has
been tried in various States—Victoria, South
Australia and Tasmania, I believe—and has
proved successful. No party has expressed
any desire to revert to the old order of
things. Tt is considered that many advan-
tages have accrued to the people through the
adoption of this system, and there has been
& general desire to retain what has proved
to be undoubtedly an eflicient roll.

Hon. W. J. George: I suppose yon will
withdraw the regulation dealing with
nomadie voters?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
is nothing in that regunlation to affect the
Commonwealth.

Hon. W. J. George: Yes there is. Suech
persons cannot apply to the Commonwealth,
and a jolly good job, too.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Commonwenlth anthorities da nof seek to
disfranchise a qualified person any more
than we do.

Hon. W. J. Georme: They recognised that
the nomadie provision was wrong.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Conmmonwealth recognise that, because a
man might have to wander from one portion
of a snhdivisiou to another, he should nnt
be debavred from excreising the right lo
vote.

Mr. Kenneally: Does it provide that he
may enter any polling hooth and vote?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
chief advantage likely to accrue from the
passing of the Bill is that there will be ane
elaim eard, one receipt and one roll,

Mr. Davy: There eannot he one roll on
acerunt of the differences in boundaries.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: Pro
vision will be made to deal with those dif-
ferences. though there is nothing in the Rill
to provide for any alteration of houndaries.

Hon. W. .J. George: You will have io
do that, or the roll will not be cffective,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
provided that wherever possihle the Com-
monwealth and State boundaries shall Le
made coterminons. For instance, it would
make very litile difference to the Kalgoorlie
division whether the boundary extended
right to the north of the State or stoppel
short at Derby or Broome.

Mr. Sampson: There will be a number
of seetions.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
and they will be coterminous with our exist-
ine electoral houndaries.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Sampson: The Federal roll may con-
Lain three or four State el:ctorates.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
and the idea is to make the Commonwealth
electoral boundaries conform to ours as
muel as possible.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A Common-
wealth division might inelude an electorate
and part of an electorate.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
and there is provision in the Bill whereby
such a contingency might be met. The elee-
torate of Leederville might present some
difficulty.

Mr. Sampson: The names of the electors
would have to he re-assembled; otherwise
you would have two or more alphabetical
sections.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
chief known advantages likely to aecrue
from the eonclusion of such an arrangemeant
may be summed up as follows:—(a) Com-
mon units for the purpose of registration;
(b) One claim form for enrolment or trans-
fer, containing a declaration by the appli-
cant that he is not disqualified for State
and Commonwealth enrolment or for either
as the case may require; and (¢) the ap-
pointmeni of one electoral registrar to act
for both (Governments in each registration
area, In order that members might be fully
informed of what has transpired in other
States, 1 have obtained copies of the agree-
ment hetween the Commonwealth Govern-
meni and the Vietorian Government. Those
copies have been distributed to members so
that they will have an opportunity to study
them when considering the principle of the
Bill. So far as I can ascertain, the agree-
ment has proved eminently satisfactory in
the other States, and there is no reason why
it should not operate satisfactorily here.
If in the beginning there had been co-opern-
tion between the Commonwealth and the
State, the scheme of a single roll could have
heen accomplished without much diffieulty.
Unless something is done the position will
grow worse with each redistribution of seafs.
When we are re-arranging our boundaries
we take no cognisance of what is happen-
ing in the Federal divisions, and when the
Federal Parliament bave a redistribution
they do not worry about the State houn-
daries. The Bill provides that cogmisance
shall be taken of existing Federal or State
houndaries when a redistribution is contem-
plated. That, however, does not mean that
we must adopt the same houndaries, No
Crovernment would tie itself up to that ex-
tent.
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Hon. Sir James Mitehell: And no Parlia-
nment, cither.

The MINISTER FQOR JUSTICE: That
iz s0. If the Commonwealth boundaries in-
terfered with the requisite quota or with
community of interest, they would have to be
disregarded, but where they ean without dis-
ability be made eoterminous, it will be done.
The Leederville electorate is ineluded in the
Fremantle division, and ] cannot see that
community of interest would prevent its being
inclnded in another division if so desired.
That point, however, would not be raised
under this measure. If the Commonwealth
have a redistribution of seats, as thev pro-
bably will after the census of 1931, they
will probably make their boundaries eoter-
minons with owrs. The duplication of claim
cards and of rolls has caused endless con-
fusion. An elector in a certain distriet goss
to a certain polling pluce for a State elee-
tion, whereas for a Federal election he has
fo go to another polling place.
out for Lhe polling booth late in the day
and makes a misiake, he has not mueh time
to reach the proper polling plare and record
his vote. Thal hos caused considerable con-
fusion and discontent as well.

Hon. G. Taylor: Make it 8 o’clock.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Some-
one might be in a Commonwealth subdivi-
sion of Perth, and on going to vote at a
State election le might find that his name
is on the West Perth roll. Under the pro-
posed legislation the boundaries will be
made coterminous so that people may vote
in the same place and in the same way, as
far as possible. The agreement follows the
lines of that entered into with Vietoria. Tt
was accepted at first by South Australia,
then by Tasmania and later by Vietoria.
There will be no misunderstanding in the
future, and if a man is on one roll he will
be able to depend upon it that his name
will appear on the other roll. There will
be greater efficiency because everybody who
has put in a eclaim card at one time or
another will ind he is entitled to enrolment
in both cases. [t is estimated that there is
& difference of about 3 per cent. in the per-
sonnel of those on the different rolls—about
214 per cent. are not on one roll, and about
214 per cent. are not on the other.

Mr, Davy: There were 800 names on the
Federal roll in my electorate thal were not
on the State roll.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE : That
cannot be taken literally because the boun-

It he seis-

daries may to some extent have been

different.

Mr. Davy: They were not.

The MINISTER F0 8 JUSTICE: Perhaps
not in that area. That wonld indicate what
I have been arguing, Either there has Leen
greater efficiency by one office more than
the other and consequently greater enrol-
ment, or laxity has been displayed and
names that should not have appeared on
the roll were allowed to remain there. With
the efficiency that can be brought about by
nnited action on the part of the Federal
and State Departments, it is expected that
the rolls, when eompleted, will be as nearly
perfect as it is hwmanly possible to make
them. The Commonwealth, in their system,
have what is known as a habitation index.
A record is kept of each house and the
nnmber, nnd a periodieal cheek is made.
Then the services of postmen are enlisted.
If a postman takes a letter to deliver to
an individual at a eertain house, and finds
that that individual’s name is not on the
roll, he makes inquiries, and if the indivi-
dual is entitled to enrolment, the postman
will see that the enrclment is effected. The
postman receives a small remuneration for
this—T think it is 114d. for each registra-
tion. That in itself does not amount to
muceh, but if 20 or 30} registrations are made

. weelkly the postman adds a little to his in-

come. At any rate, the remuneration makes
the postmen take an interest in the work.
If a comparison were made between the
State and Federal rolls, in point of effi-
cieney, I think the State roll wounld suffer by
the comparison. To an extent the efficiency
of the Federal rolls is due to the work of
the postal authorities. Postmen are also
paid for names that they strike off. They
are oceasionally vresponsible for the re-
moval of names because they discover that
people have left residences they formerly
occnpied. The various registrars also work
with the end in view of making the rolls
efficient. In the State, the work is carried
out by electoral officers, the police and
agents. Therefore the combined efforts of
the two sets of individuals should result in
the preparation of a roll that should be
almost perfect. There will be five divi-
sional returning officers and 27 registrars.
All will be Commonwealth officials and will
be paid by the Commonwealth. The State
will pay half the cost of printing the rolls,
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book forms and the materials that will be
necessary. The Commonwealth have agreed
to find half the cost that will be involved
in the payment of the State police when
their services are used for joint electoral
purposes. This will result at the outset
s an economy of perhaps £300 or £600, but
as fime goes on the amounnt saved will be
considerably wore, and in a few years’ time
it iz estimated that the annnal saving will
be some thounsands of pounds. Under the
proposed legislation everybody will be given
the opportunity to envol. The first joint
roll will be the existing Commonwealth roll,
If any person has filled in a claim card in
conneetion with the State roll, and the
name does not appear on the Common-

wealth voll, that eclaim card will be
accepted for Commonwealth enrolment.
The precent boundaries not being co-

terminous will make for some disorganisa-
tion, but that will be overcome after we
have had a little experience. Those boun-
daries have not proved an imsuperable bar
in eonnection with the amalgamation in the
other States. With the experience of the
other States we shonld be able to prevent
difficnlties oeewrring. In order to secnre
efficiency, it iz proposed to amalgamate sub-
divisions. That work will be done at the
expense of the State, beeause it will be en-
tirely for the convenience of the State. It
would be rather awkward to have, say,
three subdivisions in big electorates like
Leederville and Canning, and to compel an
elector to hunt through all to find out
whether he was entitled to vote. There-
fore it may be necessary to wmake pro-
vision for a special roll for election
purposes fto prevent delay and incon-
venienee. Probably before the next elee-
tions take place there will be a redistribu-
tion of seats, and wherever possible, with-
ont sacrificing other principles such as com-
munity of interest, or affecting adversely
the electoral quota of a distriet, the houn-
daries will he made coterminous, and so
the system will become more eflicient. We
have heard a good deal about the qualifica-
tions of nomadie electors. The Bill pro-
vides that electors of nomadie oceupations
shall not he shrmek off the roll in a division
or a suldivision merely becanse they are
not at the address given on the claim eard,
provided, of course, that they still live in
the division.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Thomson: If a man moves from one
subdivision to anoiher he will not be struck
off.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE : If a
person should be working on a fencing con-
traet, be can notify the registrar of his
change of address, and then he can be
correctly enrolled. He will be fined if
he does not do that. In order to have
complete uniformity, the qualiticationz for
envolment should be exactly similar.
Our qualifications differ from those of the
Commonwealth which provide for residence
in Australia for six months. Our qualifiea-
tion provides that the residence shall be in
Western Australia for six months, Our law
was passed before that of the Common-
wealth was brought into existence, and 1t
will be sought to amend it now to provide
that a person shall have resided fin Aus-
tralia” instead of “in Western Anstralia”
for six months, and shall have resided for
one month within the subdivision. Now that
we all have the one ideal in regard to the
Commeonwealth, a person should not be dis-
qualified because he has lived in another
State and has not spent the requisite period
in the State in which he has gone to reside.
Political problems are very similar ir all
the States and it shonld not take a new ar-
rival in one Stale any length of time to
assimilate the political thoughts in the State
in which he has deeided to make his home,
and cast an intelligent vote. The existing
State law will be amended by inserting
“lives” before “has lived.,” This is not very
important, but it will make the position
quite clear. Tt is intended also fo make
some alterations in vespeet of disqualifica-
tions. At the present time a person who is
wholly dependent on State relief is dis-
gualified from voting. T do not thiak there
are very many in Western Australia at the
present time who are wholly dependent on
the State for relief, but in any case such
persons may have been pioneers who have
given good service (o the State and who,
through extreme séress of cireumstances,
cannot provide for their own subsistence.
Those persons should not be penalised. The
State subsidises institutions like the Old
Men's Home where some of the inmates,
thouzh not many, are entirely dependent en
the State.

Mr. Davy: Do not they vote now?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.
Some are in receipt of the old-age pemzion
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and may be disqualified by reason of their
being wholly dependent on the State.

Hon. G. Taylor: How many are dis-
qualified?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I can-
not ~ay. It is considered that there are very
few in Western Australia who are disquali-
fied on that account. There is no reason for
retaining that disqualification and we pro-
pose to strike it ont. It has worked harshly
agsinst some people, notably pioneers, in re-
ceipt of State relief. These people may be,
and under our Aect should be, disgualified
from voting. 1 think we can shift that into
the limbo of the past without hardship to
anvone. We propose that this disqualifica-
tion shall not remain in our Electoral Aet.
A further disqualification in the State Aet
say- that anybody who is convicted and is
under sentence is disqualified. Our Aect also
says “or is subject to be sentenced.” That
does not appeay in the Federal Act, and I
do not think it should appear in our own.
It works out in this way: in the case of
many people who are first offenders, recog-
nizances are entered into by certain parties
that such offenders will he of good be-
havionr. Those people are subject to be
sentenced. Jf they do not carry out the pro-
visions of the bond, or misbehave themselves
again during the period of probation, they
are liable to be sentenced. According to our
Act such persons are not entitled to a vote.

Mr. Thomson: Has anyone been debarred
from veting on that account?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
have not been many sueh instances. Those
people who are disqualified under that clause
and know the law, would not make applica-
tion to be enrolled. I do not think the elee-
toral officers went out of their way to object
to such people being qualified to vote, al-
though the Aect provides that the Electoral
Registrar shall be notified by the Court and
be placed in a position fo object to the en-
rolment if he so ddesires.

Mr, Lindsay: The names are crossed off
the roll.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
individual himself may know, that because
he is subject to be sentenced, he is not en-
titled to get upon the roll, and that he would
he committing an offcnee if he filled in the
form for that purpose, as he would not be
gualified fo do so. In filling in forms people
have to make a declaration that they are
qualified to be enrolled. This sort of thing
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occurs in sueh a few instances, that it would
make very little difference to our electoral
laws if the provision were not retained. In
order to make the provisions of the law
uniform, it is as well that that partienlar
provision, which has remained in our Aet
for so long, should be wiped out.

Hon. G. Taylor: So long as it does net
apply to those who ought to be sentenced.

The MINISTER WOR JUSTICE: Many
people should be subject to various disquali-
fications. The eardinal sin under our Crimi-
nal Code is that of being found oni.

Mr. Sampson: Breaking the eleventh
commandment,

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: There
is one provision in the Commonweelth law
that is not contained in ours, namely, that
persons of half blood are entitled to vote.
In this Chamber we have spent hours and
hours discussing that peint. I think the
gencral opinion of the House was that the
disqualification should not he removed from
our Act.

Hon. G, Taylor: That is right.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Rather
than waste time upon the subject, and pos-
siblly jeopardise the passing of the Bill, the
Government decided to allow this disqualifi-
cation in the Act to remain.

Hon. G. Taylor: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
will mean that certain distingnishing marks
will bave to be placed on the Commonwealth
roll, if necessary, to distinguish those people
who are of half blood and are not entitled
to be plaeced on the State roll. When the
distinguishing mark is placed opposite their
pames on the roll, the State officials will
know that sueh people are not entitled to
vote at State elections. There is one other
provision which will mean an amendment
to our Aet if we wish to séeure uniformity.
This deals with something that occurred at
the last election, and over which a lot of
political eapital was made, although there
was no justification for it. Members will
recollect that the Govermment thought it ad-
visable that claim cards should be lodged
on a certain day. The Solicitor Gen-
eral was asked to state at what time
people ought to be allowed to put in
their elaim cards. The Solicitor Gen-
eral ruled that if the claim cards were
received at any time during that particular
day the electoral office would of necessity
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have to accept those cards. Under the ruling
of the Solicitor General, which was given
entirely without any lead from the depart-
ment or the Government, the electoral office
would have to remain open until the end of
that day for the purpose of receiving claim
eards, On the hustings the Leader of the
Opposition made a great song about this. I
corrected him, and told him the procedure,
but he persisted in saying we had done some-
thing we should not have done when we
allowed the elaim eards handed in at the
clectoral office to be ascepted up to midnight
on that particular day.

Hon. G, Taylor: On Sunday.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
particular day does not make any difference,
The law says that any man who puis in a
claim eard on that certain day is entitled to
have his name enrolled for the particular
electorate. The Government went to some
expense to see that those people who were en-
titled to be enrolled for the elections, even
though they had not put in their elaim cards
until 11.30 p.m. on the last day, were not
debarred from exercising their right to vote.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Were the Elee-
toral officers in their offices uniil midnight.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Ar-
rangements were made whereby a box was
fixed outside for the depositing of late ¢laim
cards, and the hox was cleared about mid-
night. All the cards that had been lodged
on that partiewlar ,day were accepted for
the purpose of enrolment.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yere there many?

The MINISTER ¥FOR JUSTICE:
not think therc were many,

IIon. Sir James Mitchell: I said it was
done (0 enable certain persons who had been
sent into certain distriets to qualify.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It was
done to give those people the opportunity
they were entitled to under the Act of re-
cording their vote.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Sowme people
eonld not put in their claim eards until late.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
evident that the hon. member did not believe
my contradiction of his statements. In the
Bill we seek to alter the present position. We
have made provision whereby all claim cards
that sre handed in up to 6 p.m. on the day
of the issue of the writs, <hall he aceepted,
and the claimants, if everything is in order,
shall he entitled to be enrolled for that parti-

I do

[ASSEMBLY.]

cular electorate, Thal is the Commonwealth
law, and it has operated satisfactorily for
years, It sets up the time to the last minnte
when these claim cards can be accepted, If
they are not lodged by G p.m. on the day
of the issuing of the writ, they are out of
court and the names of the claimants will
not ajspear on the roll, If they are received
before & p.m. they will he acecepted and the
names will he placed on the roll. This makes
a difference to our ordinary procedure,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
still be lodged to the elaims.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Where?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
same provision applies in the Commonwealth
law, and it has worked satisfactorily. Of
course it may appear very ingenious to the
hon. member, but I would point out that
similar conditions apply in Vietoria, South
Australia, and Tasmania. T do not think it
is neressary to bave our own special pro-
cedure here merely because we have had it
in the past. Instead of the cards taking a
Eortnight to mature, the elaims will be dealt
with forthwith, and the names will be placed
on the roll.

Qlbjections can

Hon. {i. Taylor:
issue of the writ?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: From
6 p.m. on the duy of the issue of the writ.

Hon. G. Taylor: How long will be al-
lowed for objections after that?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
ordinary provisions with regard to ebjections

From the date of the

will apply. This Bill deals entively
with the amalgamation of the rolls.
I have given vather a full explanation

of the Bill, thongh I hardly think that
was necessary as we had the Bill before
us two years ago. The personnel of the
Hause has not changed to any extent, sined
then, and we all understand the Bill and
consider it cssential and desirable in the in-
terests of the people who wishk to be en-
rolled for each clectorate. In the eireum-
stances T hardly think there will be any op-
position to this measure cither in this Cham-
ber or in another place. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Davy, debate adjourned.

Sitting suspended from 6.10 to 7.30 p.m.
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BILL—CLOSER SETTLEMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [7.32] in moving
the second reading said: This Bill also is
an old friend in this Chamber. It has been
considered previouslyv on three occasions,
and twice has it received the assent of
the members of this House. On the last
oceasion of its introduction by a former
colleague in the previous Parliament, Mr.
Angwin, it received, I think, general sup-
port; but unfortunately it never yet has
received that particular support whieh
would entitle it to beecome the law of the
land. T noticed that at the last general
election there was almost unanimous agree-
ment regarding the neceessity for closer
settlement legislation. All parties sup-
ported it; and if there is one measure more
than another that can be said to have re-
ceived the sanction of this country, it is
a measure of this nature. With three ex-
¢eptions, all the previons members have
been returned to this House; and as they
all advoeated a closer settlement measnre,
we can, I believe, on this occasion expect
the Bill to receive the support of everyone.

Mr. Thomson : Provided the statutory
rights of landholders are preserved.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If T re-
member rightly, the hon. member interject-
mg supported a closer settlement measure
during the election eampaign.

Mr. Thomson: That is right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And so
did his eolleagnes. On the previous ocea-
sion the Bill was defeated, or dropped, be-
canse the Legislative Council made a num-
ber of amendments to which this House
could not agree. If those amendments had
been agreed to, the Bill wonld have hecome
valueless. The Bill is to-day more neeces-
sary than ever, hecause the demand for land
is so much pgreater. In addition to the
inquirtes for land by ordinary applicants,
there are inquiries by people coming to this
eouniry with a fair amount of capital. Tha
cheap land and generally the opportunities
existing in this country have encouraged
people to come from the Eastern States,
bringing considerable capital for invest-
ment in onr lands; and it is bighly desir-
able that other people of the same type
should be induced to come here. Fre-
quently such land-seekers have not sufficient
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capital to buy a property, but they have
sufficient capital to take uwp a farm and
develop it under a scheme of the nature
proposed by the Bill. I repeat, we ought to
encourage the migration to Western Aus-
tralia of people of that type. The object
of the Bill is to brinz into use land that
is at present unutilised; that is to say, land
held in partievlarly large areas and which
does not produce all that it counld reasonably
produce.

Mr. Mann: That is to say, under this Bill
much sheep land will be diverted to wheat-
growing.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Just so.
Unutilised land may, of course, be land
which to-day is used merely for grazing
sheep, but which could produce large
quantities of wheat and other cereals. The
more production we ean have of the latter
character, the more population will the
country be able to sustain, and the greater
will be the wealth it produces. Those re.
sults, it s hoped, will be brought aboui by
the Bill. The board to be appointed under
the measure will include a practieal farmer
having local knowledge. This feature I re-
gard as highly important. Numerous peo-
ple have ideas about the use to which the
land should be put, but in many cases their
ideas are not sound. I know eountry whieh
does not appear to be utilised, and which
the ordinary observer would regard as un-
utilised, but the clearing and utilisation of
which would be attended with disastrous
results to the future of the farm. Tn por-
tions of Western Australia, the wheat belt
particularly, the effect of utilising such
iand is fo make the country sali, T have
known lands become salt owing to the fact
that the eountry was cleared of timber
where the timber conld have remained to
advantage. I am in that position myself.
I have some undeveloped country, and
people ask me why I do not elear it. If
I cleared it, it would become salt in the
course of a few years, and my water supply
would suffer. My dams would beeoine salt,
and the farm would then be valueless for
stock-raising. Therefore it is necessary
that one member of the board should he a
practieal farmer having local knowledee of
the country dealt with by the board. When
we have such a man on the board, the board
will not be likely to fall into error. The
other members of the board will he
public servants, as provided in the pre-
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vious Bill. There are in this State at
present large areas of land which can be
truly said to be unutilised in the sense that
we are not gefting from them the value we
ought to be getiing in the way of produc-
tion. Such land shonld be subdivided and
made available for settlement. If if is not
subdivided through resumption by the
State, there should be some means to com-
pel the owner to subdivide it and make it
available for settlement. In the electorates
represented by some members of this House,
the members for York (Mr. Gri#iths) and
Beverley (Mr. C. P. Wansbrongh) for in-
stance, and also the members for Moore
(Mr. Ferguson) and Irwin (Mr. Maley),
there are large areas of land which cannof
be described as unatilised.

Mr. Mann: Also in your own electorate.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : To a
lesser extent. THowever, owing to the fact
that the Midiand lands are private lands
and that settlers on them could not be
assisted by the Agrieultural Bank in the
same way as settlers who took up Crown
lands, large areas along the Midland line
were sold to people who had money and
could &afford to develop them properly.
Whilst those settlers did considerable ser-
vice to the State and developed what the
ordinary individual without capital eould
not develop, it would be a very fine thing
for Western Anstralia if the Midland lands
eould have been settled in 1,000-acre farms
as Crown lands in various portions of the
State have been settled within the last few
vears. In that case the Midland country
would have carried a much larger popula-
tion and would have had a much greater
produetion. If we can utilise the lands in
question and bring them under closer settle-
ment without doing injury to the present
owners, they will support a large number
of families who to-day are clamouring for
land. In addition, those lands ean be
gettled without the provision of the usual
facilities for settlement, hecause those
facilities already exist. In older areas, where
large estates are to be found, there are rail-
ways, water supplies, schools and all the
other advantages which people get as the re-
sult of settlement. If these lands were avail-
able, the State wounld not be put to the ex-
pense of providing railways, water supplies,
schools, police, medical facilifies, and all
the other services that make for the well-
being of a ecommunity. Compulsory aequisi-
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tion is net new in Australia or, to he mure
correct, in Australasia. A measure for the
compulsory acquisition of land has been
passed in all Australian States except our
own, and also passed in New Zealand, Ad-
vantage has been taken from time to time
of that legislation to make homes for new
seltlers. 1 do not think the State has ever
giver up the claim that it is entitled fo
utilise its resources for the good of its peo-
ple. Whilst we may talk about freehold and
the advantages of freehold, in reality there i3
no such thing as freehold in Australia, be-
caunse all the land, freehold or otherwise, the
State enters upon and resumes for public
purposes, and also taxes whenever Parlia-
ment deems taxation to be necessary. If land
were freechold in a veal sense, there could
be no resnmption, and there could be no
further progress in regard to taxation. This
State has never given up the right to re-
same; in faet, the State in many other
countries has never given up that right, not
even it those countries where hereditary
landlordism has heen an established faet for
centuries.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Land fenure is
subject to alteration by law.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: After
the war in most Euaropean countries the
Governments resumed land. Large areas
were resomed in all the States which had
been engaged in the war, the object being to
meet the demand for homes. That oecurs
whenever there is strong pressure of public
opinion, whenever therc is necessity for re-
establishing the State in the interests of the
great mass of its people. The Bill does nof
propose to interfere with the owner who ig
working his land to the best advantage.
Under the measare land will not be
aequired in suneh eircumstances. Land can
be acquired only if it is not deemed to he
put to its full economic use.

Hon, Bir James Mitchell: That, of
course, is verv wide.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It may

be wide, but it is as mmnch as can be set
forth in a measure of this characier. The
question will have to be defermined by the
board. Legislation of this character is
necessarily of a wide type. It is wide be-
cause the ultimate decision is left to the

board. Parliament cannot defermine such
questions. Parliament can only determine
the test.
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Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The security of
land tenure must not be disturbed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
think that can possibly oeeur unnder this
measure. [ feel perfectly sure that under
a measure of this chavacter the interests of
the landholder will be conserved.

Mr. Thomson: But who is to determine
whether the land is being properly utilised
or not!?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS;
board.

Mzx. Thomson: Suppose the owner cor-
siders he is utilising his land properly and
the board do not think so; surely he ought
to be able to appeal.

The MINISTER FOR LANI}S: I do not
know how that ean be provided, or how hard
and fast econditions can be laid down in that
respect,  Somchody must determine such
questions, and [ think the people are reason-
ahle enough. One is not entitled to snspect
that there will he appointed to a board of
this natare men who are otherwise than fair
and unbiassed. They will be men of stand-
ing in the community, men of knowledge,
men who should be in a position to deeida.
The Bill will apply only to rural holdings,
and of course, like the previous measure,
will have no application to pastoral leasz-
holds. The Bill covers conditional purchase
holdings as well as freehold lands. In
a couptry like this, where so much land is
in proeess of alienation, it will be neces-
sary to provide for more effective and
more economical smbdivision. Many con-
ditional purehase holdings ave not being
utilised to their full value, having regard to
the possibilities of the land from a wealth-
producing standpoint. Tn the Bill there is
no restriction as to the area that can be re-
sumed, and there is no restrietion regarding
digtanee from railways or other facilities. It
may he necessary to resume land along the
route of a proposed railway, in order to se-
cure effective seftlement. The Agricultural
Lands Purchase Act enables the Govern-
ment to purchase land up to 20 miles from
a railway or an aunthorised line, the ronte of
which has been approved by Parliament. The
same principle is embodied in the Bill be-
canse it may he necessary fo utilise land
some distance from an existing ratlway, or
which may be served by a railway in the
future. The total area held in fee simple in
Western Australia is approximately 12,093,-
622 acres: the fotal area held under con-

The
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ditional purchase and homestead farm con-
ditions 8,355,833 acres and the total area
held under grazing lease 10,658,213 acres.
This gives a total area of 31,107,668 acres.
The total area cleared is 8,277,700 acres and
the total area under crop, 3,351,183 acres.

Hon. Siv James Mitehell: Those are last
year's figures.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, for
last year’s operations. The total area under
artificially sown grasses, is 128,781 acres;
the newly cleared acreage prepared for the
nest crop is 527,474 acres; the area under
fallow, 1,677,372 acres; the area previously
cropped and now used for grazing, 2,592,887
acres; the area ringbarked or partially
elenred, 2,223,165 aeres. Apart from the
2,223,165 acres ringbarked and practically
clearved, there is a further area of 8,277,700
acres in use, leaving 22,820,968 acres of
land alienated or in process of alienation.
Some of that land may be sunitable for
closer settlement purposes,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A lot of that
land is held under grazing leases.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I admit
that. A considerable ares is held under
grazing leases, but at the same time the
Leader of the Opposition will realise that
there are over 20,000,000 acres, eonsisting
of land held in fee simple, under conditional
purchase conditions and as homestead farms.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: There is the
Midland Railway Company’s area, of eourse.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It can
safely be stated that the greater portion of
that land can he used for closer settlement
purposes and greater production. It may
not he necessary to give the figures or other
particulars from the report submitted by
Mr. Surveyor Lefroy. They have been
quoted in this House on several occasions.

Hen, 8ir James Mitchell: Is that the re-
port on the Avon Valley?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Mr., Lefroy was
wrong.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T cannot
sav he was wrong. Apparently he was in-
structed to put in this return, and I have
no retnras or other information in the Lands
Department to controvert his statements.
No subsecjuent report was received, nor was
one asked fer. I cannot say that there has
heen any refutation of Mr. Lefroy’s state-
ment.

TTon. Sir James Mitchell: If you were to
investigate the position, you would find that
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there are not 2,000,000 acres of land in the
Avon Valley served by the Avon River,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He rve-
ferred to land within seven miles.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: How much of
that land is suitable for closer settlement
purposes?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am not
going to say. I know that a considerable
portion of the area is now being nsed for
grazing sheep, whereas it is suitable for
closer settlement.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: That land may
produce more in the form of wool and mut-
ton than it ean in any other direction!

The MINISTER FOR LLANDS: The hon.
member will not deny that there is a lot of
land there eapable of producing up to 40
bushels of wheat to the aere.

Mr, C. P. Wansbrough: But gquite a lot
of the land that produced 40 bushels of
wheat to the acre is now producing more
wealth in the form of wool and mutton than
it did formerly.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
douhtful regarding the accuraey of that
statement. The hon. member is imposing too
much npon my credulity when he asks me
to helieve that a few sheep will produce mora
wenlth than the land was accounting for
when it produced 40 bushels of wheat to the
acre. With wheat at its present price, T
cannot accept any such statement, T admit
that woel production is very important,
and that the land T refer to is probably
being msed to its greatest capacity in earry-
ing sheep, but if the land were used for
the production of cereals as well as for
erazing sheep, the wealth produetion wonld
be considerably greater than it is at present.

Mr. Davy: Is the theory to be followed,
that land not used for growing crops is not
ublised within the meaning of this legisla-
tion?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Witlin
the meaning of the Bill unutilised land is
that which is net producing to its full
capaeity.

Mr. Davy: Producing what?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Weslth,
whéther wool, wheat er any other commod-
itv that the land is capable of producing.

Hon. G. Taylor: And the members of the
board are to decide?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Someone
has to decide the question. It cannot be left
to Parliament or to some one individual; it
must be left to some authority and the board
will have to decide. Tf hon. members take
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up the attitude that the board are not cap-
able of doing that, and if they claim that
no authority is capable of deciding the point,
then it is foolish to introduee the Bill
Throughout Australia, however, boards, as-
sessors or some authority undertake the
greater portion of the responsibilities I am
outlining.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: We will peruse
the Acts passed in the other States.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
the Acts. In some States the owner submits
the value he places upon his property as
well, but in the [3ill now before hon, mem-
bers, the owner will have an opportunity to
appeal against the value placed upon his
holding by the board. The first-class land
in the Avon Valley within seven miles of a
railway totals 1,123,270 aeres, while the
second-class land totals 519,980 aeres, aund
the third-class 085,160 acres, giving a total
of 2,328,410 acres. The area cleared is
085170 acres and the area uncleared,
1,343,240 acres. According to the return
submitted by Mr. Sorveyor Lefroy, the first-
class land eomprises 1,123,270 acres, yet only
985,170 neres have been cleared.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Pardon me!
That report is years ald. Tt must be up-
wards of nine years old.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It may
he, but I think it will be admiited that if
thete is one part of the State where less
improvement has been carried out during
recent years, it is in the Avon Valley.

Hon. Sir Jomes Mitchell: You are quite
wrong.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: I am
quite right. There has probably been less
land ecleare@ in that old established area
than in any other portion of the State in
recent times.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Your are guite
wrong. Tt is praetically ali cleared.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
people go in for sheep raising mostly, and
where they do that, they do not as a Tule
hother alout eceveal production., The un-
clearcd land includes 404,660 acres of firsi-
class country. No hon. member would argue
that first-class land included bad land, or
land that eontd not he hrought to a state of
production !

Mr. Ferguson: But the bulk of the un-
eleared land is rough, stony hill country.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: That is

not first-class land, and therefore is not
ineluded in the area I refer to.
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Mr. C. . Wanshrough: 1t is ineluded in
that return.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
not so, It is further stated that the 404,640
acres of first-elass uneleared land would, if
brought into production, be reasonably ex-
pected to carry at least 400 additional farms,
The area of second-class uncleared land
totals 331,290 acres. I need not bother
about the uncleared third-class country be-
#ouse it is probably only grazing country.
The Jand 1 refer to is mostly freehold pro-
perty held for many years. The faet re-
mains, however, that a considerable area of
the land in this older setiled part of the
State has been alienated and has not been
worked to its full extent of production. The
Bill now before hon. members is along simi-
lar lines to that of the measure introdueced
in 1924, Tt provides for the appointment of
a board fo be .called the closer settlement
board. The board shall hold office for such
time as the Governor may direet, and shall
reeeive such fees as are preseribed. The
business of the board will be to inguire into
the suvitability of any unuiilised land for
closer settlement and the board shall have
power to enter upon any land, appoint assiat-
ants, and report to the Minister regarding
the suitability of the land for closer settle-
ment purposes. Land shall be deemed to be
unutilised if, in the opinion of the board,
the land, having regard to its economic value,
is not being put to reasonable use.. The
word “reasonable” infers that the board can-
not act in an arbifrary manner, but must
take a reasonable view of the question. In
their report to the Minister the Board shall
state what, in their opinion, the land ecan
be utilised for in order to make it more pro-
ductive, and copies of their report shall be
furnished to the interested parties if ap-
plied for. When land is deemed to be sub-
Jject to the provisions of this legislation, the
board must give notice in writing to the
owner and to all persons who have an in-
terest in the land. It is ineumbent upon
the owner to cause a copy of the notice to
be served upon any person who may have
an interest in the land but whose interest is
unregistered, Within three months after the
board have reported to the Minister, the
owner of the land in guestion will have the
right to notify the board of his intention to
subdivide his properiv for sale. Therefore
the owner has that alternative. He may say,
“Well, apparently vou deem this land fit
for eloser settlement and I give you notice
that T propose te subdivide the land and sell
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it myself.” In such a case the owner will
e required to submit to the board his scheme
for subdivision for the approval of the
board. He must also make lots available for
sale at auction or by private treaty, as the
board may approve.

Mr. Thomson: If the owner subdivides,
will the board state the price ot which he is
to sell?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, for
unless that were done it would be quite easy
for the owner to evade the spirit of the
Act by putting an impossible price on the
land. 1t is not desirable that we should leave
such a loophbole, 1f, after notice has been
given by the board, the owner fails to notify
the board within the prescribed time of his
intention to subdivide the land, the Gover-
amor may, by notice in the “Gazette,” de-
clare that the land, or a defined portion
thercof, has been taken for ecloser setile-
ment. The land referred to shall then be
absolutely vested in His Majesty. But if
the Governor takes any portion of the land
for closer settlement, the owner is entitled
to insist that the wlhiole shall be taken. That
provision is only fair, for without it the
owner might be left with the least valuable
part of his land. So it would not be reason-
able to deprive him of this proteetion, given
in the Bill. Tf, after having notified the
board of his intention to subdivide his land
for sale, the owner does not in the opinion
of the board comply with the Aet, the board
may serve upon him a notice of default,
and thereupon the owner shall be deemed to
have failed to comply with the conditions,
and the land mav be declared by notice in
the “Gazette” as having been taken for closer
settlement. But in this egse the owner is
given two months from the service of such
default to appeal to a judge of the Supreme
Court, who may either confirm the action
of the board or direct the withdrawal of the
notice of defanlt. The decision of the judge
shall be firal. Members will admit that the
owner’s interests are thoroughly well safe-
guarded.

Mr. Thomson: Tt will be rather a costly
process, the appeal to the Supreme Court
judge.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Well,
the owner need not take that course. That
is only in eases of default. When

notice has been issued in the “Gazette”

that land has been taken under the Act, the
hoard shall cause a copv of such notice to
he served upon all persons having any in-
terest in the land. In the Bill of 1924
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compensation was based on the unimproved
value, plus the value of enhancements, with
10 per cent. added, subject to appeal to
arbitration under the Arbitration Aect of
18953. 1In the Bill before ns compensation
to he paid for land taken under the Act
shall be arrived at as provided in ihe Public
Works Act, which was amended last session;
but any appeal sgainst such valnation shall
be determined under the provisions of the
Arbitration Aet, 18935, TUnder the Public
Works Act an appesl is determined by ar-
bitration by a judgze and two assessors, but
under the Bill we are now dealing with any
appeal will be determined by private ar-
bitration under the Arbitration Aect, 1895,
1 think these provisions must appeal to
members as being entirely veasonable. The
methods of arriving at compensation are al-
ready provided in the Public Works Aect.
That measure was passed by TParliament,
and has been in aperation for many years.
I do not think it can be said to have been
of disadvantage to any ecitizen. In view of
the experiences we have had in this State, T
do not sce how members ¢an object to the man-
ner in which eompensation is to he arrived
at under the Bill. T.and acquired under the
Bill may be disposed of subject to the pro-
visions of the Agricultural Lands Purchase
Aect, 1909, and the board may exercise any of
the powers conferred on the Lands Purchase
Board. The Bill provides that the Trea-
surer may, with the approval of the Gov-
ernor, expend for the purposes of this Act
such funds as, under the provisions of the
Agrieultural Lands Purchase Aect, are avail-
able or as may he appropriated by Parlia-
ment for the purposes of this Aet. Finally,
the board shall keep a record of its proceed-
ings and of evidence taken at gll inquiries,
and the annual report of the board shall be
laid before both Houses of Parliament. I
think that sums up the purposes of the Bill.
Sooner or later 1 measure of this characeter
must be passed by the Parlinment of West-
ern Australia. Similar measures are in
operation in all other States of the Com-
monwealth and in New Zealand. Western
Australia is the only State without its eloser
settlement legislation. Tf we desire to settle
the country and make the State as produe-
tive as possible, it iz time we passed such
a measure. In years to come, when we have
the State more fully developed, land in the
older-settled areas will beeome far more
valuable than it is {o-day. When that hap-
pens, the Government will find it extremely

[ASSEMBLY.]

diftienlit to resume the land on a monetary
basiz that will enable new settlers to make
a livelihood. Settlers from the Eastern
States are arriving heve steadily, wot be-
case land cannat he secured in their own
States, but becanse when the Government
of New South Wales ov of Vietoria resame
an area the price paid for the land is =o
high that the settlers to be accommodated
upon it are quite unable to make a livelihood
off it in ndditien to meeting their finaneial
obligations. 1f we do not take time by the
forelock, the same thing will happen in
Western Anstralia. We hear a good deal
of talk about the empty spaces and the need
for settlement; hut members must bear in
mind that mueh of the empty space in fer-
tile Australia is due to the faet that
the wsettler is not able to get the land.
New Sonth Wales, Vietoria, and South Auns-
tralia have not heen able to enter upon a
vigorons immigation poliev, beyond bring-
ing ont some farm Iabourers, because it has
been impossible to get sufficient land. Op-
position members who, in their constifuen-
cies, deplorve the rise of the cities and the
exodus from ecountry distriets into those
eities, will realise that most of the exodus
to the cities is becanse there are no oppor-
tunities in the conntry for the young people
who would like to take up Jand. The greatest
curse of Australia iz high land values. T
like to see a reasonable wvrice offering for
land, but when the price soars too high new
settlers going on the land find it utterly
impossible to make a livelihood.

Hon. Siv James Mitehell: It all depends
on the priees they get for their produce.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But, as
1 said the other night, such schemes as the
Paterson butter scheme have been ealled into
being beeause land in the Bastern States is
too deax.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
tha dried froits scheme.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, that
has arisen beeanse the erower has not a
loeal market for his produce, and so has to
send it overseas at the best price he can get.
But, as I say, in the butter and other allied
industries the tronble is the high land values.

Mr. Davy: What fixes the price of land?

The MINTSTER FOR LAXDS: When
an established eommunity is built up and
the youngz people want land, their demand
creates a valne. The extraordinary demand
for land in the Eastern States has raised
values to an extraordinary piteh. Tn many

So too with
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instances settlers, paying down as wmnuch as
£2,000 for their land, have to borrow the
rest of the money from banks and other
financial institutions. So those banks can-
not afford to let the land depreciate in value.
They have to keep up the pretence that the
land is of a very high value.

Mr, Davy: You mean that the banks keep
up the price?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, the
whole of society endeavours to do that.

Mr. Davy: The effect of supply and de-
mand.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Land on
which butter is produced in Australia has
got beyond the law of supply and demand,
and the butter producer has had to levy on
the eommunity to the extent of £2,000,000
to enable him to make a living.

Mr. Thomson: That argument applies to
many other things.

Mr. Davy: If by awarding bonnses you
make it more profitable to produce butter,
vou inerease the value of dairy land, because
more people want to go into the butter in-
dustry.

The MINISTKR FOR LANDS: Of
ecourse the demand for land increases its
value. That has been very noticeable in the
Eastern States. Even in Western Australia
land valnes have increased, despite the great
area of Crown land made available for set-
tlement every year, and owing to the good
prices we have been gefting for wheat and
wool.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Our land values
are not too high yet.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, and
it is a good thing for Western Anstralia.
That is what is making this State so attrac-
tive and getting it so well spoken of in the
Eastern States. That is why we are receiv-
ing hundreds of inquiries by letter and from
persons coming here in search of land; if
is becanse our land values are not yet too
high, and men who go on the land in this
State have a chance to make a livelihood.
However, if we delay the passing of this
measure, every vear will make the position
more diffieult. It will become impossible to
resume these large areas, for the cost will
be so high that the new settler will not be
able to pay the price. That will be bad for
the would-be settler and bad for the State
also. I hope the Bill will have a cordial ae-
ceptance in this Chamber, and that on this
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occasion it will also meet with the endorse-
ment of another place. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon, Sir James Mitehell,
debate adjourned.

BILL—HOSPITALS.
Second Reuding.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
3. W. Munsie—Hannans) (8.15] in moving
the second reading said: T do not intend to
detain the Iouse very long in explaining
the provisions of this Bill, Though it con-
tains 38 clauses, it is purely a machinery
measure. We have a Hospitals Aet on the
statute-book that was passed in 1894, but
sinee then no legislation dealing with hosyi-
tals has been passed. The Aect of 1894 ap-
Dlies to only two hospitals in the State,
namely, those of Perth and Fremantle.
Other hospitals are not governed by any
legislation. T think I am right in saying
it i3 the desire of the people in this State
that we should have legislation to govern
our hospitals. We have 77 hospitals and
over 75 of them there is no legislative con-
trol.

Mr. Marshali: Some of them have got on
very well without it, foo.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I am
prepared to admit they have, but some of
them would have got on much better had
there been some legislation. On two ocea-
sions during the last seven years hospitals
Bills have been introduced, the main object
of which was to raise revenue for the main-
tenance of hospitals, and it was on the ques-
tion of the method of raising revenue that
nearly the whole of the controversy took
place. The Bill introdueed by the member
for Swan (Mr. Sampson) contained every
machinery clanse to be found in this meas-
ure.

Mr. Sampsen: It would have been well if
that Bill had heen passed.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If
that Bill bad become law, I would not be
nearly so well off as I am now. On the
fignres supplied by the hon. member when
he was moving the second reading, the hos-
pitals would have benefited to the extent of
only £13,000 per year. At present I obtain
more than that from the entertainments tax,
and the people are paying no extra taxation
to provide it.
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Hon. Sir James Mitehell : The people pay
more than before by way of entertainments
tax.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Hal
that Bill been passed and the whole of the
money derived from it been applied to the
hospitals, our lospitals would have been
much better off, but it was intended to de-
erease the amount of the Government sub-
sidy to hospitals by at least £100,000 per
year.

Hon. Sir James Mitebell : No, £50,000.

The MINISTER ¥OR HEALTH: No,
the hon. member reduced the subsidy by
£50,000 for the half year, proving conclu-
sively that his intention was to reduee it
by £100,000 for the full year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : That Bill went
to a select committee,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: But
the seleet committee recommended a tax of
1d. in the pound on all income, the procecds
to 2o to the upkeep of hospitals. They did
not recormmend that £100,000 of the pro-
ceeds should he utilised to relieve consoli-
dated revenue.

Mr. Sampson: It was a unanimous recom-
mendation.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH:
are not discussing that Bill at present.
Mr. Latham: Tt was a jolly good Bill

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If the
hospitals had received the benefit of the
whole of the money, it wounld have been a
good measure, but unfortunately the Treas-
urer of the day inlended that eonsolidated
revenue should benefit from it. The people
were to he asked to subscribe £113,000 per
vear, of which £13,000 was to be devoted
to hospitals and the balance to redueing the
deficit,

Mr. SBampson: Those figures are wrong.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : If that
is so, the hon. member gave wrong figures
when moving the seeond reading of the Bill.
Those fizures were quoted by him from his
seat on this side of the House.

Mr. Sampson: There was provision for
free service, too.

My, Chesson: You wonld like to forget
that now.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We
need notf discuss that Bill any further. Al
the controversy at the fime centred on the
schome for raising funds for the mainten-
anee of hospitals. This Bill is designed to
govern hospitals and to give local anthori-
ties the right to eontribute towards the cost
of erecting hospitals.

We
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Mr. Latham: In other words interference
by the (overnment without any financial
assistunce,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Noth-
ing of the kind. As a matter of fact there
will be no compulsion with one exception.
There might be five loeal authorities in a
declared hospital distriet, and the Bill pro-
vides that if three-fourths of the loeal au-
thorities ask for Government assistance to
build a hospital and are prepared to find
their gquota, the Minister may compel the
other local authorities to join in the scheme.
1f there is no such request from the local
aathorities, there will be no obligation on
any local body or number of local bodies
to do anything towards the provision of
hospitais.

Mr. Sampson: Then this Bill will not
provide for uniform legislation throughout
the State.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : It will,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It cannot if
it is optional for the loeal authorities to
make that reguest.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: So far
as possible I want evervthing connected with
hospitals to he optional. Some people, if
they had their way, would give the contro)
of hospitals wholly to the Government. They
argue that it should not be necessary for
the publie to take an interest in the hospi-
tals and that it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to care for the sick. T should be sorry
if the day arrived when that view was taken.
T helieve that the feeling of the people gen-
erally towards hospitals and the interest
they take in local hospitals is better than
it ever has been, and that is the spirit I
wish to see ereated throughout the State.

Mr. Sampson: Some distriets are looked
after and some have to look after them-
selves.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
hon. member cannot point to any one district
that is not looked after by the Government,
So far the hon. member has not been right
in any one of his interjections and I doubt
whether he will be.

Mr. Sampson: The variation in the treat-
ment of Government hospitals is well known.

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: The
hon. member cannot eite one hospital that
is not receiving assistance from the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Sampson: Quite so, but the assistance
is not always on the same basis,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
Government are paying a subsidy of £39,000
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a year to the Perth Hospital. Would the
hon. member suggest that a similar sum
should be paid to the nurse ai Walamunda?

Mr. Sampson: That is beside the mark.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Of
course there is a difference, becanse the work
of the nurse at Kalamunda cannot be com-
pared with that of the Perth Hospital.

Mr. Sampson: And there is a difference
hetween the commit{ee hospitals and those
gontrolled by the (Government.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I ad-
mit at.

Alr. Sampson: Then why dispute it?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
ave hospitals controlled by the Government
that to my way of thinking should be con-
trolled by the local authorities, We are
endeavouring to gei local committees to take
charge of hospitals that are Goverriment hos-
pitals, and | hope that we shall succeed all
round. We have succeeded in two or three
instances.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell; In Perth?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not want that to apply to Perth Hospital,
which I do not wish to see controlled other
than by the Medical Department. The Perth
Hospital is a training school not only for
nurses, but for medical men, and it is only
right that it should be, to a fairly large ex-
tent, under the control of the MMedieal De-
partment. On a bed basis there are hospitals
that receive a greater subsidy than does the
Perth Hospital. The last report I saw stated
that 27 per cent. of the beds in the Perth
Hospital were occupied by people from out-
side the metropolitan area, so the Perth Hos-
pital is a Western Australian hospital.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: If there are two
hoespitals near {o a loeal aunthority, will you
allow them to decide which they will sup-
port?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes;
they may do it now, and they will be able
to do it nnder this measure. The Bill will
enable hoards of management to be ap-
pointed for each existing hospital and will
permit of the constitufion of such boards
being varied in accordance with the needs or
peculiarities of each distriet. Hospital
boards so created will be given the usual
pewers of incorporation, may sne or be sued,
may make roles for their own proceedings
and may make by-laws for the gereral con-
duct of their hospitals. Such boards will
have power to manage hospitals and to col-
leet revenue in respeet thereof. The lines
of expenditure are 1aid down in Clause 21.
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The Bill also provides that the Minister may,
if he thinks necessary, direet the holding
of an inquiry into hospital matters, and
olticers appeinted under the measure will
have the powers of inspectors. The depart-
ment on various occasions have received
cowplaints from members of hospital boards
und eomimittees to the effect that the man-
agement was not what it ought to be, At
present there is no power to make even an
inquiry into the management and general
conduct of committee hospitals. The only
power we have in the event ol serious ob-
Jection being raised to inspection or inguiry
ob behalf of the Government is to stop the
subsidy. That has been done in one instance
sizce | have been Minister. There were two
other pccasions on which we sent officers
to make inquiries. They were unable fo
make the inguiries, and unfortunately for
the distriet concerned, those hospitals have
been left lamenting because we had no power
to make an inquiry or demand an aundit of
the books.

Mr. Brown: Does this Bill compel road
hoards te strike a rate?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Road
boards have that right at present. This is
giving municipalities the right to find their
own quota of the cost. We have on two
occasians built fairly large eountry hospitals,
namely at Katanning and Collie. In both
cases the Government provided The capital,
and an agreement was arrived at with the
loeal authorities that they should pay in-
terest and sinking fund on one-balf of the
capital cost.  Three other distriets have
agreed to a similar proposition for their
bospital requirements. Unfortunately the
munieipalities have no legal right to do this,
but the Rill will give them the legal right,
and legalise the aetion of the other two dis-
triets, Katanning and Collie, whieh have
already done this.

Mr. Mann: Is there any provision for
taxing these who are not holders of pro-
perty?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
is no provision for tazing anyone. The Bill
does not raise revenue for hospitals. Power
is given to prescribe a system of accounts
which shall be followed by the hospital
boards, and there iz also provision for an
annual audit of such accounts to be made
by any officer or officers appointed by the
Minister. Members will agree that such a
thing is necessary. There have been threc
eases already in which, had we possessed
this power, the hospital committee econcerned
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would not have found itself in the position
it did. When the Government have found
part or the whole of the money, they should
have the right, when informed that things
are not as they ought to be, to have an in-
spection and andit made of the books. Most
of our hospitals have been labouring under
the delusion all these years that they hapd
some legal standing in the matter of debts
owed by patients. If a person had been
accommodated in ome of those hosgpitals, had
reeeived proper medical and nursing atten-
tion, and had been restored to health,
and was in a position fo pay but
did not pay, the committees of hospitals in
the country districts, and even the manage-
ment of the Government hospitals, were
under the impression that they had the right
to sue for the fees that were due, and they
agsumed that right.

Mr. Latham: The Roebourne hospital did.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: TFur-
thermore, they obtained the money.

My. Latham: They gaoled an unfortunate
fellow.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : In
cases where the department sued on ae-
count of departmental hospitals they, too,
received the money. If anyone raised
the point, not one of those Government hos-
pitals, or committee hospitals outside Perth
and Fremantle, could claim one shilling.

Mr. Mann: So that a person who was in
prison for such a debt would he imprisoned
illegally %

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
should say so, but I do not know the case
to which the hon. member referred.

Mr. Mann: Did vou not see it in the
newspapers?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: T aid
not read about the case referred to. There
is no legal power at present to sue for money
that might be owing to any hospital in the
State with the exception of those in Perth
and Fremantle,

Mr. E. B, Johnston: It is a pity to men-
tion it.

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: No.
I am making provision in the Bill that debts
owing at present to hospitals will be brought
under the Act. Tt is tight that members
should know this.

Mr. Heron: Hospitals have bluffed over
that for a good while.

The MINISTER FPOR HEALTH: Yes,
and many of them did not know they were
hinfiing. AManv thonght they had the leaal
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power to sue, and I believe they should have
it. The Bill makes provision for the local
authorities to contribute their share of the
eapital cost of the erection of a hospital.
That is purely optional, and the local au-
thorities may ask for the right to do this.
We cannot force the hand of any local au-
thority in this matter, and I am not asking
for power to do so.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There is the
mnintenance as well,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
may contribute towards the maintenance also
if they like. We are not asking for any-
thing in the Bill to give local authorities
power to strike extra rates.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They will strike
them all the same.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No.
In cases where we have had requests from
the local authorities we understand that they
are prepared, out of the rates eollected by
them, to pay interest and sinking fund on
one-half of the capital cost of the institution.
They say they will be able to do this with-
out increasing their rates.

Mr. Sampson: Many of the road hoards
are already on their maximum rating power.

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: They
have not struck any extra rate. I do not
know of any road board that is likely to
apply to have a hospital built solely for it-
self. Even if that were so, the board would
be in a position to meet the obligation re-
presented by interest and sinking fund on
one-half of the eapital cost, out of the rafes.
There are districts where five local authori-
ties are interested in one hospital. TFour of
them have unanimously carried resolutions
asking that the conditions that have been
offered to and complied with by Katanning
and Collie, and which will be complied with
in three other districts when this Bill goes
through, should come inte operation with
respect to them. One loeal authority re-
fused. There may be some evanse for the
ohjection, but T do not know it. T cannot
see what logical objection can be raised to
the proposal. All the arbitrary power T am
asking for in the Bill is that where such a
thing happens the Minister may compel
other local authorities to pay their quota
towards the interest and sinking fund of the
capital cost of the institution.

Mr. Sampson: Ts it really the duty of
the loeal authority to look after roads?

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: Tt is
az much the duty of a loeal anthority, be it
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munieipal eouncil or read board, to look
after its sick as it is to look after its roads.

Mr. Marshall: Where is there a road
board that does not take over health matters
in its own distriet?

My, Sampson: We should make provision
for funds, and not look to the loeal authori-
ties for the money.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
Bill also includes the 0ld Men’s Home, and
the 0ld Women’s Home at Fremantle. At
present we have no legislation governing
either of those institutions. They are under
the same Minister, and always have been.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do you expeet
the road board to look after them?

The MINISTER FFOR HEALTH : Xo.
All T am asking is that the Minister shall
he given some statutory authority over both
institutions. At present he has none, It is
not advisable that we should go on any
longer controlling and running those homes
without statutorv anthority to de so.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: You give the
inmates 5s. 11d. worth of food every day
without statutory aunthority,

The MINISTER IOR HEALTH: We
are giving them better food thnn the hon.
member gave them when he was in office,
and there are fewer complaints now than
there were then.

Mr. Mann: No notiee is taken of the com-
plaints now,

Mr. Latham: We do not go there to find
out whether frozen meat is given to the in-
mates.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
interjeetion is uncalled for.

Mr. Latham: That is what did happen.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Mem-
bers of the visiting eommittec report to me
mueh more freguently now than they did
when the previous Minister was in charge
of those homes. I am advised that one or
two of the members of that committee make
frequent visits to the 0ld Men's Home dur-
ing meal hours. The reports we receive are
most favourable.  Quite recently three of
the old men came to Perth, and waited for
215 hours with the objeet of interviewing
me. When they saw me all they wanted to
sayv was that the meals provided for them
were better than they had heen in the past.
They were well satisfied.

The Premier: All these departments have
heen greatly improved since the hon. member
Jeft.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There has been
more to say about them.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
Bill sets out that the department shall pro-
vide, when asked to do so, uniform sets of
regulations and rules for the government of
bospitals. At present each hospital ecom-
mittee can have a set of rules to suit itself.
These vary with each institution. The ma-
Jjority of the hospitals have asked us to make
this provision in the Bill, so0 that the de-
partment may compile a uniform set of rules
for the government ¢f committee-controlled
institutions.

My, Marshall: I would not like 1o agree
to have rules framed in Perth for the gov-
ernment of hospitals far remoyed from
Perth.

The MINISTER ¥OR HEALTH: The
hon. member is mistaken in the matter.

Mr. Marshall: T hope so.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We
are not going to lay down precisely how each
hospital sbhall be run. Each hospital com-
aittee will be a body corporate. It will have
the right to manage its own institution with
two exeeptions, namely, that we claim the
right to inspect or visit the institutions if
we so desire, and again if we so desire it,
to have an audit of accounts. Outside of
that each hospital committee will be a body
on its own and will manage its own affairs,

Mx. Cheszon: No committee will object
to that.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Most
of the committee-run hospitals have asked to
be provided with a set of rules. We will
provide those rules, but if the hospital com-
mittee in which the member for Murehison
is interested, docs mot desire to fall in with
the idea, we will not compel them to do so.
The last thing the Bill provides for deals
with instanees where medical funds are in
existence. Tn the case of most of the com-
mittee hospitals on the goldfields and in the
timber distriets, the principal source of in-
come iy the medical fund which is eontrolled
by the workers in the district. They pay
so much a week for the right to have hospital
treatment for themselves, and their wives
and families in some instances. The con-
ditions vary in accordance with the benefits
obtained. The Bill provides for the en-
couragement of medical funds everywhere.
Wherever medical funds exist, the price
charged fo patients varies. Most of the hos-
pital committees give a reduction to those
who are on a medical! fund, which amounts
to so much a day. We are providing in the
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Bill that where medical funds exist, those
who contribute shall have a definite redoc-
tion of 20 per cent. on the ordinary charges.
I should like to see medical fugds of that
deseription associated with hospitals throngh-
out the State,

Mr. Mann: Will that apply to friendly
societies?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
if they so desire. Friendly societies have
formed medical funds in agrieultural dis-
triets, and by arrangement with the manage-
ment of these funds we give contributors to
it a reduction at our Government hespitals.
The railway employees have for, I think,
the last 15 years received a reduction in
fees for their members at the Perth Hos-
pital on aceount of the possession of a medi-
cal fond. I wish to encourage that spirit
wherever possible. Men shonld have indunce-
ments to become members of medical funds.
Wherever medical funds are provided, there
is to be a reduction of 20 per cent. on the
scale of fees charged to ordinary patients.
This is purely a machinery Bill dealing with
the management of hospitals only, except
that, as I have stated, it gives local anthori-
ties legal power to contribute towards inter-
est and sinking fund for the building of
pew institutions. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a sceond time.

On motion by Mr. Sampson, debate ad-
journed.

BILL — NORTHAM MUNICIPAL ICE
WOREKS ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [8.47] in moving the second read-
ing said: This is quite an innocunous little
Bill. Tt has to do with the Northam muni-
cipal ice works. Tn 1921 an Act was passed
authoriging the municipality of Northam to
raise a loan of £3,000 for the purpose of
establishing iee works. During the past five
or six years the town of Northam has pro-
gressed so greafly that the works in ques-
tion are now found to be insufficient. There-
fore it is desired to duplicate the works;
and to do it speedily so that they may be
ready, together with additional cool storage,
for the coming summer. The Bill really
authorises the municipality of Northam to
raise on additional £4,000, subjeet to the
usual conditions, 1 believe they are well
on the way with the works now, having to
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some extent anticipated Parliamentary
approval. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON, £IR JAMES MITCHELL {Nor-
tham) [8.48]: In supporting the Bill 1 may
mention that the Northam iceworks have,
strange to say, paid very well indeed, show-
ing a considerable profit. The ice plant is
now altogether insufficient for the growing
town of Northam, a highly important
centre. The works serve Northam with
ice, and also supply ice to a good many
people in the hack eountry. It is now de-
sired to double the ontput of ice and also
to double the cool storage accommodation.
Therefore an additional sum of £4,000 is re-
quired. Novtham has been particularly for-
tunate in the management of its iceworks,
whicl, as I previously mentioned, have re-
turned a considerable profit.

The Minister for Mines :
they eould not make
Northam requirements.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Oh yes.

The Minister for Mines: Did they not get
some ice from Kalgoorlie?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: They send ice all
over the wheat belt.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The cool
storage is used by farmers and other individ-
uals, and in many respeects proves advantas-
eous. I am indeed glad that the Premier
has brought down the Bill so early in the
session. The Northam munieipality want to
get on with the work in order to be ready
to meet the needs of the coming sammer. As
the Premier said, they have anticipated ap-
proval to some extent. The necessary notice
has been given of intention te borrow, amd
the ratepayers will deal with the matter in
the ordinary way; that is to say, the raie-
pavers will have to approve the expenditure
even if the Bill is passed.

Last summer
sufficient ice for

Qnuestion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE.
Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [851] in nioving the second read-
ing said: Although the title of the Bill is
a Permanent Reserve Bill, the measnre really
has to do with the head office of our State
Savings Bank. Tn the Act passed last ses-
sion power was given for the use of funds
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-to purchase land and erect buildings. The
present beadquarters of the bank in Hay-
street, | think it will be agreed, are some-
what dilapidated and antiquated.

Mr. Mann: They are unsuitable.

The PREMILER : I believe they were orig-
inally the Legislative Council ¢hamber.

My, E. B. Johnston : Legislative Assembly.

The PREMIER: They were remodelled
it order to meet the bank's reguirements,
but the volume of business transacted there
has now grown so much that the building is
eutirely unsuited for the purpose. In adiii-
tion, secing that Perth has been practically
rebuilt during the past eight or 10 years—
oven fairly substantinl  buoildings  having
given way to new and more commodions
premises—we consider that the State shonld
ot lag behind in the matter of its publie
buildings in the capital eity.

AMr. E. B. Johnston: And in the ecuntry.

The PREMIER: Yes. Incidentally [ may
remark that since the passing of the Act
giving aulhority to purchase land and erect
buildings, two or three buildings have been
in course of ercction, and that it is intended
to follow the policy of the bank providing,
in the progressive and growing towns of the
country, its own buildings rather than carry
on in the manner of past years. The present
headquarters do not provide sufficient ac-
comnodation either for the bank’s clients or
for its staff. As many as 1,100 clients do
husiness at the establishment daily. I am
plensed to say that the bank’s opeérations
have greatly increased in recent years, due,
I helieve, in some measure to the advertising
campaign launched during the past 12
months. Whether that has had any consid-
erable infleence on the bank’s business or
not

Mr. Davy:
now.

The PREMIER: Yes. From whatever
eanse it may arise, it is certainly gratifying
that the volume of the bank’s business has
grown and is growing substantially. Not
more than £1,000 was expended on the ad-
vertising eampaign for the whele year, and
I am sure we have got all owr expenditure
hack,

Mr. Sampson: Yon put up some very
forceful advertiscments.

The PREMIER: T helieve the sueccess
attained was due mainly to advertisements
inserted in certain provincial papers.

Mr, Mann: The monev was judiciously
spent.

You take unlimited amounts
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The PREMIER: A wise selection was
made of journals in which to advertise. In
1920 the number of the bank’s accounts was
164,000, and this had inereased in 1927 to
225,000, or an increase in the seven years
of 61,000. During the same seven years the
deposits increased from £6,070,000 in 1920
to £7,095,000 in 1927, or an inerease in those
seven ycars of £1,014,000, Those inereases
I regard as most gratifying. During the
past Ewo years the inerease has been more
signifiennt still.  The number of aceounts
has grown from 205,000 to 225,000, an in-
creasc of 20,000: and during the same
perinds the deposite have inereased from
£5,832,000 te £7,095,000, or an increase of
£1,262,000.  The amount standing to the
credit of depositors in 1920 was £5,784,000
and in 1927 £6,965,000, an increase in those
seven years of £1,180,000. The increase
during the past two years has been £994,000,
or almost half a million pounds annually.

Mr. Davy: It is very handy.

The PREMIER: Very bandy indeed. 1t
is now desired that the bank should acquire
Iand in the eity and erect premises of its
own. It is thought that an up-to-date build-
ing consisting perhaps of six or seven
storeys might be erected, with sufficient ac-
commodation to meet the requirementis of
other departments, which of course would
pay rent for floor spaee to the savings
bank. In that way the pressure on aceom-
modation in some other departments would
be relieved.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: Is that pro-
posed ? .

The PREMIER: Nothing has been de-
cided yet. This has been considered, but
nothing has been decided definitely.

Mr. Thomson: This might be an oppor-
tunity of bringing the whole of your offices
under one roof.

The PREMIER: It would help in that
direction, as will he apparent when I indi-
cate the sitnation of the block on whiech it
is proposed to erect the savings bank build-
ing. The difficulty was to find a suitable
site which wonld be central, and not too ex-
pensive if private property had to be ac-
quired. However, it is thonght that the site
selected will meet all requirements.  That
site is known as the old police court, situ-
ated in Barrack-street between Hay-stree:
and St. George’s-terrace. Tt lies betwauu
the present Town Hall and the Governmens
offices.
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Mr. Mann: That land was once promised
to the Perth City Council.

The PREMIER: The buildings new on
it are the Tourist Burean and the Electoral
Department, and a few others, As I say, it
is a very fine block of land lying hetween
the Town Hall and the Treasury buildings.
It has a frontage to Barrack-street of 154
links with a depth of 152 links.

Mr. Angelo: Could additioual storeys he
added to the present Government offices?

The PREMIER: I am not sure on that
point.

Mr. Angelo: It would leok rather un-
gainly to have a 6-story building erected
alongside the existing offices.

The PREMIER: That may be so, but I
do not know whether additional storeys could
be erected as the hon. member suggests.

Mr. Angelo: It womld be worth inquiring
into,

The PREMIER: Yes. I do not favour
sky-scrapers in a city, but the demands for
accommodation may necessitate buildings of
that description. The present buildings are
enfirely unsuitable. They are not modern,
neither are they up to date. Considerable
alterations have been effected sinee the old
post office buildings were taken over by the
State Government. Hon. members who have
visited some of the departments located in
that building will be aware that the aceom-
modation is not what it should be.

Mr. Marshall: The Lands Department is
a regular rabbit-warren.

The PREMIER: Yes, and particnlarly
the Lands Titles office.  That part of the
building reflects no credit wpon any Parlia-
ment or any Government.

Myr. C. P. Wansbrough: There is a lot of
waste space.

The PREMIFER : Yes. 1 bhave already
given the frontage and depth of the block.
The depth is 152 links where the block ad-
joins the existing Government Offices but it
has a depth of 206 links on the Town Hall
side. That is to say, the depth is greater on
the Town Hall side than on the Treasury
building side. In area the block comprises
1 rood 6 perches.

Alr. Sampson: Roughly it is about 100 ft.
square.

The PREMIER: Yes. It is a fine block
of land. The depth would be 8 links longer
than the depth of the existing Town Hall
building. The departments aceommodated
in the existing building, for which provision
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will have to be made elsewhere during the
constrngtion period, ave the Electoral De-
partment, the Immigration Department, the
Tourist Bureau, and the Council of Indus-
trial Development. As I mentioned earlier,
it is proposed to erect a building that will
be much larger than is necessary to meet the
requirements of the State Savings Bank,
and therefore accommodation for those de-
partments will be found in the new build-
ing.

Mr. Angelo: Would not the old post
office ¢chamber make a good banking cham-
ber, and new public offices could then be
built on the site you have indicated? The
post office chamber would do admirably for
banking purposes.

The PREMIER: Yes, but it is very use-
fully employed now for revenue collectiny.
If we adopted the hon. member's sugges-
tion, it wonld mean that the purposes for
which the chambar is used now would have
to be provided for in the new building.

Mr. Angelo: That is so.

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
recognise that if we erect a2 new building,
we shall be able to provide space and ac-
commodation to meet requirements better
than we could in the old post office build-
ing.

Mr. Angelo: There seems to he a lot of
waste space there.

The PREMIER: I do not think so. The
old post office chamber is fully utilised, and
an immenge volume of business is transacted
there daily. That will be patent to any hon.
member who pays a visit fo the prémises.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrongh: At any rate
there is space for two floors wasted over-
head.

The PREMIER: The building is well
occupied now. We have been searching for
accommodation to house Government depart-
ments for yvears past. Nothing has heen de-
cided so far, hut certainly we cannot go on
much Ionger wiihout vproviding additional
aceommedation for the Land Titles Depart-
ment. It may be that the old building now
used by the savings bank can be taken down
and a new building erected there. I do not
know whether the foundations will permit
of additions to be made,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: 1t would not
do. You would have to pull the inside out
of the existing buildings.

The PREMIER: Yes.
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Hon, Sir James Mitchell: You could not
convert the old premises into a modern
building.

The PREMIER: In any case the build-
ing where the Lands Department is accom-
modated now in Cathedral-avenne, extends
to Hay-street and it was intended to con-
tinue the building along Hay-street towards
the Town Hall, becanse it was leff in an
wnfinished state on the savings bank side.

Mr. Corhoy: The present building is a
rabbit-warren.

The PREMIER: This will afford an op-
portunity for the erection of a substantial
building for the savings bank, a building
that will be worthy of the part the bank is
playing in the development of the State.
We can also provide for the evection of a
substantial bhuilding where the old savings
bank is now situated. If .that were done,
it would overcome much of the difficulty
now experienced in finding acecommodation
for the various departments.

Mr. Thomson: Tt is to be hoped that what-
ever is done will form part of a comprehen-
sive scheme.

The PREMIER: I do not know that it
is possible to design anything more compre-
hensive for that bhlock.

Mr, Thomson: No, bnt to make the
building part of a comprehensive scheme.

The PREMIER: There is also the block
where the University is now located. The
University anthorities contemplate transfer-
ring entirely fo the Crawley site in two years’
time, The block at present occupied by
the TUniversity is a large one, having
frontages to Hay-street, Irwin-street, and
St. George’s-terrace, It wounld be very suit-
able for the erection of large (Government
offices, but the svcgestion has heen made to
the Government that an exchange of that
block might be made with the University
people for 23 or 30 acres of University en-
dowment land in Subiaco. That exehange
would be made for the purpose of ereeting
a new general hospital. In all, the Univer-
sity has about 90 neres of endowment lands
fronting upon the Nedlands tram track and
opposite King’s Park. That is conven-
iently situated, and it is suggested that it
would be suitable for a new hospital.

Hon. +. Taylor: That is a new general
hospital.

The PREMIER: Yes. If that exchange
were effected, it would mean that the Uni-
versity eould derive some revenue from the
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block by the erection of shops and other
buildings, and it would be a source of an-
nual income to the University.

Mr. Thomson: Does the Irwin-street
block belong to the University?

The PREMIEER: No. It is (Government
property and will revert to the Government
as soon as the University is transferved.
The suggestion is to give that block to the
Univevsity in exchange for portion of the
endowment lands at Subiaco for hospital
purposes. The block I have been deseribing
is a Class A reserve; hence the necessity for
Parliamentary anthority to utilise it for any
purpose. It is desired to exempt the block
from the possibility of any ordinary sale
That wounld probably defeat the end we have
in view. If it were sold by public anction
and purchased by other people, it would
pass out of our eontrel. It is intended in
issuing the title to provide for a permanent
right-of-way giving aeccess to the rear of the
present Government offices but the new
building will be erected over the right-of-
way. The bank must have a tille before it
can invest its own money in a building such
ag it is proposed to erect.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
would go to revenue.

The PREMIBR: It could go to reveaue.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Tt could go to
the Lands Department.

The PREMIER: That would be another
windfall !

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It would be a
payment to yourself of the £40,000 involved.

The PREMIER: U it is thought the
money should not be made available to help
the surplus, we could use it in some other
direction.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: Why not give it to
the bank in exchange for the present site?

The PREMIER: BRBut it belongs to the
Government.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The savings
bank belongs to the Gevernment.

The PREMIER: The whole thing be-
longs to the Government. It is as broad as
it ig long, Any profits derived from the
operations of the savings bank come to the
Treasury.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: The bank does
not make much profit.

The PREMIER: Some good investments
have been made lately.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The old invest-
ments did not show mueh return, Of course,

The £40,000
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I know money ean be borrowed at a low rate
of interest for public works.

The PREMIER: The bank is getting bet-
fer rates of interest now. The bloek in ques-
tion has a frontage of approximately 100
feet, and it is valued by the land resnmption
oflicer at £400 a foot, giving a total value of
£40,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The building is
not of much value, as it will have to be re-
moved.

The PREMIER: That is so, but that 15
the value placed upon the land by the lund
resumption officer,

Mr. Thomson: That is cheap.

The PREMIER: 1t does not seem cheap
having regard to the price land is bringing
in the neighbourhood. I do not know what
price land in Barrack-street is bringing now,
but in Hay-street land costs between £700
and £800 a foot. There can be no doubt
that the Barraek-street bloek would be ideal
for the headquarters of the bank. Besides
being an ornament to the architecture of the
eity, the bnilding would be centrally situ-
ated and undounbtedly premises do much io
attract buginess. Most people realise thaf,
when they see the enormous sums spent by
companies and firms in the erection of sab-
stantial buildings. Anyone who has been to
Melbourne recently must have been surprised
at the buildings that have been ereeted. 1,
who know Melbourne well, was greatly sur-
prised during my recent trip at the spectaele
of the magnificent buildings that have been
erected. Government savings banks have
been erected in various parts of the city.

Mr, Lindsay: The finest one of all is in
Svdney,

The PREMIER : I have not seen it, but in
Melbourne a splendid savings bank bnilding
has been erected in Elizabeth-street and an-
other one in Spencer-street.

Mr. E. B. Joknston: There is anuther in
Swanston-street, too.

The PREMIER: Yes. It shows that it is
considered wood busivess to ereet fine pre-
mises. A shoddy uninviting place such as
the premises where our savings bank business
is carried on now, does not fend to attract
patronage,

Mr, Sampson: At preseni it is a case of
business in spite of premises.

The PREMIER: That is what is amounts
to.
AMr, Davy: It would be very diffienlt to
fit in any huilding with the neighbouring
style of architecture.
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The PREMIER: That is so, You eo.ld
not fit in anything with the Town Hall, and
there is not much style at all on the adjoin-
ing Treasury building. It is conspicvous for
its lack of style.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is highiy re-
spectable looking, and solid.

The PREMIER: It is indeed. Moveover
it is a plare where many mighty men have
held sway; although “1 says it as shouldn’t.”
But if a conspicuously fine building were
erected it would tend, having regard to its
surroundings, to be a great advertisement
for ihe Savings Bank. I know that would
savour of desecration with some of my old
Iriends, so far as it might relate to the
Town Hall building, There is a sentimental
regard for the old Town Hall building. Un-
doubtedly when vou stand back and survey
it properly it is a very fine piece of archi-
tecture. Of course it has been greatly im-
proved by those briliiantly lighted shops
installed along the front!

Mr, E. B. Johnston: A piece of civie van-
dalism!

The PREMIER: I am not prepared to
try fo deseribe it. T should be immediately
ruled out of arder if I were to express my
feelings aboul that desecration of the old
Town Hall corner. As for this money, in
ordinary ecircumstances it would be taken
into Lands revenue. I am not prepared to
say I would desire to take advantage of that.
I think perhaps it might be earmarked for
the erection of the new building, or portion
of that building on the present Savings
Rank site. It would be o very large sum to
go into revenue in one year from one par-
ticular source,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Yes, if you got
£400 per foot for the whole lot, it would
meet all vour difficulties.

The PREMIER: If we had disposed of
that old corner in the lean years, when
we were troubled with big defieits, we should
have wiped out the lot in one stroke. But
then we should have had to go out into the
park and camp in order to carry on the
business of the eountrv., In any event there
would not be very much gain, becanse it
would cost an equal amount to erect a build-
ing elsewhere. What I have in mind for the
moment is that this £40,000 might be nsed as
a contribution towards the new building on
the present site of the Savings Bank.

Mr. Angelo: Why not apply it towards
finishing Parliament House?
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The PREMIER: Thbat is another matier,
and one worthy of serious consideration.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: In the mean-
tune we can let it go down into revenue, and
get 1t out again when we waal it.

The PREMIEKR: Yes, we might put it in-
to suspense in order that we might get it out
at need. I certainly think the idea of erect-
ing new and up to date headguarters for
the Bank will commend itself to everybody,
and is long overdue.

Hon. Sir James Mitelell: What will be
the cost of the building—--£100,0067

The PREMIKER: [ have no idea, A six
or seven storied building covering the whole
ol that bLlock would mean a very consider-
able cost. A Jarge part of the floor space
would be required for the Bank, of course,
and if other Government departments were
housed tbeve, they would have fo pay rent
to the Bank. I hope the Bill will be favour-
ably received. i move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [9.20]. This is an ingenuous way of
getting reveune, The State Savings Bank, a
Government institution, oeeupying premises
in Government buildings, owned by the Gov-
ernment, s to bny part of a (iovernment
building for £40,000 and pay the money
to the Lands Department, which means that
the wmoney will go into revenne. So the Gov-
ermnent is to sell to itself £40,000 worth of
its own land, converting the land into cash,
and putting the cash into revenue.

The Premier: Unless we put the money
towards the cost of the building.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELIL.: 1 do not
know why we should change over from the
present system. After ail, the building oc-
enpied by the Bank will be owned by the
State. Whether it will be crected by the
Bank or from the Treasury funds, precisely
the same position will be arrived at.

The Premier: It eould be erceted from
the Bank funds, and owned by the State.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt will be
owned by the State, anyhow. So, of course,
in providing for the sale of this land by the
Government, to the Government we are not
altering the position very mueh, except thav
it will take from the funds of the Savings
Bank £40,000 on which the Bank wil! not in
fulure earn interest; whereas, of course, if
it lends the money to the Government, ia the
ordinary course of business the Government
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will have to pay 3 per cent. on that meney.
But by these means we will get £40,000 into
revenue, and will not have o pay interest to
the Bank on that sum. Of course, it is only
reasonabie that the departiments uging the
preiuises of the Savings Bank should pay
rent. Even so, that only means that the rent
wiabders from the Treasury over to the Sav-
ings Bank and comes back to the Treasury
as profits from the Savings Bank. 1 do not
objeet to the Bill, but 1 object to the money
being paid into revenue, We should not sell
our own lands to owrselves and pocket
the money. That is wrong. This money
eertainly should not go into revenue. I do
not care how much we legitimately get into
revenue, so long as it is not through in-
creased taxalion.

The Premier: I think the money should
be used for the building.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 think
so. [ hope when the building is erected it
will e & modern strueture, properly de-
signed and equipped for economieal working.
1 am guite certain that if we built offices
under the most approved plan we should
save very considerably in the eost of admin-
istration. Also, we should convenience the
public, who would not then have to wander
all over the conntrv seeking the vatious
offices. I believe the interest on the eost of n
new and up to date building would be met
by the leasing of those premises in Barrack-
street, They cannot be converted into an
up to date building except at terrific cost;
lor they consist of very many small rooms,
utterly inconvenient and unsuitable for the
work of public departments. To-day Minis-
ters ave scattered all over the place. I do not
suppose the Minister for Works sees any of
his colleagnes, save those who happen to
come here for luncheon, and when he
meets them in Cabinet. Then the Chief
Secretary is stuck away half a mile from the
Premier’s office, and so, too, are other Min-
isters. That is very undesirable, and means
a great annual cost. The departments are
alwavs looking for more aceommodation.
Giod knows why. Apparently all are short of
aecommodation, no matter how many tem-
porary buildings are put up about the plaece,
Tt would be far hetter for the Premier {o
have an up to date building, not too far
away from Parliament House. Of course it
conld not be erected on any land the Gov-
ernment have at present, for it would re-
quire a considerable area. Yt would be better

SR Rt
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to acquire Jand in the most suitable place at
a reasonable rate.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
in [rwin-street.

The Premier:
iz big enough.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, nor
do I think it is in the rvight position. I am
not going to say where ! think the building
shonld be, but certainly it should be much
nearer to Parliament House than is the Jr-
win-street kloek,

The Premier: Working west along Mur-
ray-street would he a suitable locality.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But yon
must have a con<iderable area. For when we
set cut on this work of providing huildings
we oughi to obviate the scattering of de-
partment= 1o all points of the com-
pass, To-day money is too valuable to
be put inte buildings. We want all the
money we have fur inereased pnroduocetion and
increased vevenue fur the State. Last vear
our exports were less hy three millions than
were our imports, which means that we have
to increare our exports considerably. How-
ever the position is that we ean seareely
afford to use even borrowed money for the
purpose of erceting these new buildings.

The Premier: Still we could aequire the
Jand hefore the price goes any higher.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, hut
no more woney should be spent on fempor-
ay  buildings of any kind just now.
The buildings we put up are altogether un-
suitable for the needs of a business of any
sort. Before more money is spent I hope
the matter will be ingunired into, the cost
of building aseertained, and the probable
revenue from the magnificent site in Barrack-
street estimated.

The P’remier: I heard that some years ago
the estimate of the rent from those huildings
wonld pay interest on the cost of all the
pew olfiees built eleewhere.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
certain that the rent we should get from
those buildings, plus the economy, would nay
the interest apd sinking fund. T do not
know whether the Premier has heen in the
t'ommonwealth Bank in Sydney. That is
an up-to-date building where the work is
done as cheaply as possible. One does not
see hovs running aboat with papers and files
and dashing up and down stairs. The ac-
eommnodation is provided over a limited
gronnd space, hut the building is so eonven-

Some of that land

I do not think the block
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ient that the work Is simplitied and ciieap-
ened.

The P’remier: The passages and corridors
ol our vid building are erowded with ofticers
tnoving from one place to another and half
their time is wasted.

tion, Nip JAMES MITCHELL: And the
public experience difficulty to find the ofit-
cer: they want,

The Miuister for Mines: There is one I
have not found vet. I do not know wiere
some of them are housed.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I :ave
not been intormed that the Minister has
been missed.

The DPremier: Lovk at the Forests
partment and portion of the land-
Titles offices.

on. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I sywpa-
thise with the Minister for Mines if he has
not yet leavnt fo find his way about the
Premises.

The Minister for Mines: One needs a guide
to find his way to the Titles Office after 4
.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. [t
is fortunate that our offices nve so well sit-
uated. [ think we vould do something with
them, apart from using them for the present
purposes.

The Premier: [ shall do nothing under
this measure, if it is agreed to, without con-
~ulting the House.

Iou. Siy JAMES MITCHELL: The Sav-
ings Bank would have to be located in a
good position.

The Premier: Yes, and it could be sep-
arated from the other Government oitices
without inconvenience.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
80. Tt is one institution that would have
to be kept apart. It is a business
quite independent from the ordinary
work of the Government. It would be a
splendid site for the Ftate Savings Bank,
and it we are to compete with the Common-
wealth Savings Bank we cannot afford to
hide our light under a bushel. We must
have a decent building to house the State
Savings Bank. It is right that the £40,000
shonld not go into revenue. T do not know
what the Premier will do with it.

The Premier: I think it should be used
for building, for which loan funds wonld
ntherwise have to he raised,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
that will not be done until the whole question
of the housing of departments has been in-
vesticated. Tt would be a waste of money

De-
and
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to u.lopt a piecemeal policy. 1 am glad that
the State Savings Bank is doing so well.
% course the Act authorising an increase
in tke limit to deposits must have had some
effect. Savings Bank money is very useful
nmoney.
'he Premier: { think our people are ap-
preciating the State Savings Bank more and
nivle every year.
1o, Siz JAMES MITCHELL: But they
put a tremendous amount of money into the
C vinwonwealth Savings Bank. While they
paic €500,000 into the State Savings Bank,
theyv paid £2,000,000 into the Commonwealth
Savings Bank,
My, Thomson: The Commonwealth Sav-
ing- Bank has better facilities.
b, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1t bas
banking faecilities that we have not got. The
money that goes into the State Savings
Bunk is ased entirely in the State,
My, Sampson: The service of the State
Savines Bank is being improved all the
time.
The Premier: It dates from the moment
we otarted to advertise.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Savings
Bank mouey is never gquite as cheap as the
public are inclined to think, because the bank
has to hold hig reserves and the expense of
running the institution is considerable. It
iz only right that small savings should be
safeguarded and that interest shonld be paid
on them. The money is useful to finance
development work.  We shall have many
discu-sions on finanee this session; in fact
the session will be largely devoted to the
consideration of financial matters, and so I
need not speak at much greater length to-
night. T am glad to know that we have gob
so much money in the last two years. When
the Commonwealth Government raised their
loan~ in Australia onr Savings Bank suf-
fered. Every loan used to absorb ahout
£156.,000, which kept our Savings Bank very
short of funds, Now that has changed be-
cane the Federal Government are not rals-
inz +0 many loans. T hope the Premier will
not tnke this money into revenue. T am glad
to hear that the Savings Bank is to be pro-
perly honsed. Tt is an institution that should
have proper banking accommodation and the
Trea~urer should he profected by the pro-
vi-ion of modern strong rooms.

The Premier: Of course the Titles Office
15 taking great risks with its strong rooms.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELYL: But that
office iz better provided for than any other
Government department.

The Minister tor Justice: [f there was a
fire, that part wouid be flooded, with conse-
quent damage to the securities, as there is no
outlet or the water.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The ac-
commodation is unsuitable and proper pro-
vision should be made for safeguarding the
records and other documents that naturally
must be preserved, I dave say this is one of
the few Bills to be introduced that I ecan
whole-heartedly support.

The Premier: You will support the pext
one.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know what the next one is, but I think I can
lay the Premier a shade of odds that I am
not likely to support it. There are not many
on the list that I can support, but the one
hefure us is an exception.

(n motion by Mr. Thomson, debate ad-
journed,

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME
TAX.

wecond Reading.

THE PREMIEB (Hon, P. Collier—
Boulder) [9.41] ir moving the second read-
ing said: This is a Bill that the Leader of
the Opposition ean and will support.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You eannot ex-
pect us to deal with all these Bills on Thurs-
day.

The PREMIER: I am prepared to allow
members reasonable time,

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: 1 feel like mov-
ing to postpore it. Had I known I might
have spoken longer on the previous Bill.

The PREMIER: This is a ineasure with-
out which we should have to shut up the
whole work of the State.

Hon. G. Taylor: And this place, too.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: It would be bet-
ter for this place than for the whole country
to shot np.

The PREMIER: This is the usual taxing
measure that has to be brought down everv
vear. 1 do not know what the reason is, hut
for many years Parliament has not given
Governments a free hand in the matter of
taxation. It has granted taxation only an-
nually, Perhaps that is wise in ovder that
Tarvliament might retain its hold on the purse,
especially as regards taxation.

Mr. Corhny: Treasurers a= a rule have
uesd the annual chance to inerease taxation.

The PREMIER: Oh no.
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My, Thomson: Yon need to be careful.

The PREMIER: There have been times
when Treasurers have felt compelled, owing
to the eircnmstances of the State, to increase
taxation. Let me at onee relieve the minds
of members and assure them that I do not
propose to incrcase taxation this year,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We propose fo
decrease it.

The PREMIER: I thought I was meet-
ing the House very generously by deciding
to earry on with the same land tax and in-
come tax that operated last vear.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We will show
von differently.

The PREMIER: I am sure the hon. mem-
ber will support the Bill. It is merely a Bill
to impose the tax. When I was in opposi-
tion it was one of the Bills T always sup-
ported.

Hen. G. Tavlor: You knew the value of it.

The PREMIER: I do not remember one
occasion on which T opposed the member
for Northam when he asked the House for
the annual land tax and income tax. In
fact, 1 helieve 1 went to his rescue occasion-
ally when there were some members on my
side that were rather dissatisfied.

Mr. Thomson: Yon should come to our
resete NoOw.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: I do not re-
member those oceasions, but 1 know that you
opposed a tax when 1 was in clfice and in-
troduced it vourself when you were in oftice.

The PREMIER: I am surprised to hear
that. Treasurers rarely find themselves in
the position of having to propose what they
previously opposed.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
fwice. .

The PREMIER : Of course one sees things
from a different angle when on this side of
the House s compared with that side of the
House. There is no change in the tax this
vear. It is proposed to re- -enact the land
tax and income tax that operated last year.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Do you propose
to collect both land and income tax from the
agricutturists?

The PREMIER: That matter iz dealt
with in the Assessment Aet and I cannot
deal with it now.

Hon. . Taylor: That is the measure you
should bring before the House.

The PREMTER: Thig is purely a taxing
menasnre; it merely gives the Government
authority to levy the tax.

Tt happened

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Thomson: And you will levy it all
right.

The PREMIER : The questivn of the pay-
ment of both land and income tax by agri-
culturists is a highly controversial one that
ean be deal with only under the Assessment
Aet.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then we shall
have an Assessment Act Amendment,

The PREMIER: Tet us get this Bill
through and then wc might consider the
question of reviewing the Assessment Act.
Whenever the Assessment Aect has been
brought before ihe House for consideration
it has oecupied no end of time. In faet,
the two measores that have evoked most
protracted diseussions have been amendments
of the Licenzing Act and of the Land Tax
and Ineome Tax Assessment Act.

My, Ferguson: It is high time we had
another go at it.

Alr. Thomson: I think the hon. member
should be given an opportunity of dealing
with it.

The PREMIER: I am sure that members
generafly wil] support this Bill. Although
sorme may he inclined to regard the income
tax as excessive, | do think it is fortunate
that it shows a very eonsiderable redunction
aver what it was in former years. Of course,
the 3315 per eent. reduetion in taxation is
due in a large measure to the money that
we received on account of the disabilities
grant. Al the end of the next three vears
it is possible that the Treasurer of the day
may have to in¢rease taxation,

Hon. G. Taxlor: That will be hard npon
the new Treasurer.

The PREMTER : It certainly will.

Hon. Sir Jumes Mitehell: He can always
sell a few mare blocks of land.

The PREMIER: 1 am rather soiry 1
initiated that scheme. This may be adopted
by subserjuent Treasurers as the means of
obviating the necessitv for increasing taxa-
tion. We are, however, fairly secure in the
matter of taxation for the next threc vears.
I move—

That the Bill e now read a sccond time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjonrned.

House adjourned at 9.48 p.m.



